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Late Lord Chief Juſtice of England. 


MA MATTHEW HALE, was born at Alder- 
ly in Gloceſterſhire, the firſt of Novem- 
ber, 1609. His grand father was Robert Hale, 
an eminent clothier in 'Wotten-under-edge, in 
that county, where he and his anceſtors had liv- 
ed for many deſcents; and they had given ſeve- 
ral parcels of land for the uſe. of the poor, 
Which are enjoyed by them to this day. This 
Robert acquired an eſtate of ten thouſand pounds 
which he divided almoſt equally amongſt his five 
ions ; beſides the portions he gave his daughters, 
from whom a numerous poſterity has ſprungs-' 
His ſecond ſon was Robert Hale, a barriſter ob _ 
| LEincolns Inn; he married Joan, the daughter of 
94 2 Matthew 
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Matthew Poyntz of Alderly, Eſquire, who was 
deſcended from that noble family of the Poyntz's 
of Acton: of this marriage there was no other 
Ie but this one ſon. His grand-father by his 
mother was his god-father ; and gave him his 
_ own name at his baptiſm, His father was a 
man of that ſtrictneſs of conſcience, that he gave 
over the practice of the law, becauſe he could 
not underſtand the reaſon of giving colour in 
pleadings, which as he thought was to tell a lye, 

and that, with ſome other things commonly 
practiſed, ſeemed to him contrary to that exact- 
neſs of truth and juſtice which became a Chri- 
ſtian, ſo that he withdrew himſelf from the inns | 
of court to live on his eſtate in the country, | 
Of this I was informed by an ancient gentleman, 
that lived in friend(hip with his ſon for fifty years, 
and he heard judge Joans, that was Mr Hale's 


9 


contemporary, declare this in the king's bench. 


But as the care he had ta fave his foul, made 
him abandon a profeſſion in which he might 
have raiſed his family much higher, ſo his cha- 
rity to his poor neighbours, made him not only 
deal his aims largely among them while he lived, 
but at his death he left (out of his fmall eſtate. 
which was but 100/. a year) 200. to the poor of 
Wotton, which his ſon confirmed to them with 
ſome addition, and with this regulation, that it 
mhonld be diſt ributed among ſuch poor houſe- 
keepers, as did no receive the alms of the pa- 
riſh ; for to give it to thoſe, was only, as he 
uſed to fay, to fave ſo much money to the ieh, 


who by law were bound to relieve the poor of M 


rhe par iſh. Thus 5 | 


ET 7 
Thus he was deſcended rather from a good, than 
a noble family, and yet what was wanting in the 
inſignificant titles of high birth, and noble blood, 
was more than made up in the true worth of 
his anceſtors. But he was ſoon deprived of the 
happineſs of his father's care and inſtruction, for 
as he loſt his mother before he was three 
years old, ſo his father died when he was five; 
fo early was he caſt on the providence of God. 
But that unhappineſs was in a great meaſure 
made up to him, for after ſome oppoſition made 
by Mr Thomas Poyntz, his uncle by his mother, 
he was committed to the care of Anthony King- 
feot, Eſq; who was his next kinſman, after his 
uncles by his mother. %%% WOT OL R 
Great care was taken of his education, and 
his guardian intended to breed him a di- 
vine, and being inclined to the way of theſe then 
called. puritans, put him to fchools that were 
taught by thoſe of that party, and in the ſeven- 
teenth year of his age, ſent him to Magdalen 
Hall in Oxford, where Obadiah Sedgwick was 
his tutor, He was an extraordinary proficient 
at ſchool, and for ſome time at Oxford. But 
the age players coming thither, he was ſo much 
corrupted by ſeeing fo many plays, that he al- 
 mait wholly forſook his ſtudies. By this he 
not only loſt much time, but found that his head 
came to be thereby ſilled with ſuch vain ima- 
ges of things, that they were at beſt unprofit- 
able, if not hurtful to him; and being afterwards 
ſenſible of the miſchief of this, he reſolved upon 
| His coming to London, (where he knew the 
A "NS opportunities 
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opportunities of ſuch ſights would be more fre- 
quent and inviting) never to ſee a play again, 
to which he conſtantly adhered. hath 
The corruption of a young man's mind in 
one particular generally brings on a great many 
more after it, ſo now being taken off from fol- 
lowing his ſtudics, and from the gravity of his de- 
5 eee that was formerly eminent in him, far 
beyond his years, ſet himſelf to many of the vani- 
ties incident to youth, but ſtill preſerved his pu- 
rity, and a great probity of mind. He loved fine 
cloaths, and delighted much in company: and 
being of a ſtrong and rebuſt body, he was a great 
maſter of all thoſe exerciſes, that require much 
ſtrength. He alſo learned to fence and handle 
his weapons, in which he became ſo expert, that 
he worſted many of the maſters of thoſe arts: but 
as he was exercifing himſelf in them, an inſtance 
appeared, that ſhewed a good judgment, and 
gave fome hopes of better things. - One of his 
maſters told him he could teach 'him no more, 
for he now was better at his own trade than 
himfelf was, 'This Mr. Hale look'd on as flat- 
try : fo to make the maſter diſcover himſelf, he 
promiſed him the houfe he lived in, for he was 
his tenant, if he would hit him a blow on the 
head: and bade him do his beſt, for he would 
| be as good as his word: fo after a little engage- 
ment, his maſter being really ſuperior to him, 
hit him on the head, and he performed his pro- 
miſe ; for he gave him the houſe freely: and 
was not unwilling at that rate to learn fo early, 
to dinſtinguiſh flattery, from plain and fimple 
truth. bs 45 He 
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lle was now ſo taken op with martial matters, 
that inſtead of going on with his defign of being 

a ſcholar, or a divine, he refolved to be a fol- 
Het; and his tutor Sedgwick going to the Low 
conntries, chaplain to the renowned lord Vere, 


he refolved to go along with him, and to trail 
a pike in the prince of Orange's army; but a 
happy flop was put to this reſolution, which 
might have proved fatal to himſelf, and depriv- 


ed the age of the great example he gave, and the 


uſeful. ſervices he afterwards did to our coun- 


try. He was engaged in a ſuit of law with Sir 
Wilt: Whitmore, who laid claim to part of his 
eſtate, and his guardian being a man of a retired 
temper, and not made for buſineſs, he was forc- 


ed to leave the univerſity, after he had been 
three years in it, and go to London to ſolicite 
for his own buſineſs. Being recommended to 


ſerjeant Glanvil for his counſellor, and he obſerv- 
ing in him a clear apprehenſion of things, and 


a ſolid judgment, and a great fitneſs for the 
law, took pains upon him to perſuade him to 


for ſake bis thoughts of being a foldier, and to 


apply to the law: and this had ſo good an affect 


on him, that on the eighth of November, 1762. 
when he was paſt the Twentieth year of his age, 
he was stb into Lincolns Inn : and being 


ſenſible how much time he had loſt, and that idle 
and vain things, had over-come and almoſt. 


corrupted his mind, he refolved to redeem 
the time he had loſt, and followed his ſtudies 


with a' diligence that ſcarcely could be believed, 
ou 11 * effects of it did not gain it credit. 
He 


e 
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He ſtudied for many years at the rate of ſixteen 
hours a day: he threw aſide all fine cloaths; 
and betook himſelf to a plain faſhion, which he 
continued to uſe in many points to his dying day. 
But ſince the honour of reclaiming him from 
the idleneſs of his former courfe of life, is due 


to the memory of that eminent lawyer, ſerjeant 
_ Glanvil, and ſince my deſign of writing is to pro- 
poſe a patron of heroick virtue to the world, I 


ſhall mention one paſſage of the ſerjeant, which 
ought never to be forgotten. His father had 
a fair eſtate which he intended to ſettle on his el- 


der brother, but he being a vicious young man, 
and there appearing no hopes of his recovery, 


he ſettled it on him, that was his ſecond ſon: 
Upon his death, his eldeſt fon finding that what 


he had before looked on as the threatnings of 
an angry father, was now but too certain, be- 
came melancholy, and.that by degrees wrought 
_ fo great a change on him that what his father 


could not prevail in while he lived, was now 
affected by the ſeverity of his laſt will, ſo that it 
was now too late for him to change in hopes of 
an eſtate that was gone from him. But his 


brother obſerving the reality of the change, re- 
ſolved within himſelf what to do: ſo he called 


bim, with many of his friends together to a feaſt, 
and after other diſhes had been ferved up to the 
diner, he ordered one that was covered to be ſet 


before his brother and deſired him to uncover 


it; which he doing, the compainy was ſurpriz- 
ed to.find it full of writings, So he told them 
ae he was now to do, what he was fure his 
father 


particularly affect Mr. Hale, who thereupon 
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father would have done, if he had lived to ſee that 


happy change, which they all ſaw in his brother: 


and therefore he freely reſtored to him the 
whole eſtate. This is ſo great an inſtance of 


a generous and a juſt diſpoſition, that I hope the 


reader will pardon the digreſſion, and that the 
rather, ſince that worthy ſerjeant was ſo inſtru- 


1 mental to this happy change that followed in the 
courſe of Mr Hale's Life. 1 


| Yer he did not at firſt break off from keep- 


ing too much company with ſome vain people, 


till a ſad accident drove him from it; for he 


and ſome other young ſludents, being invited 
to be merry out of town, one of the company 
called for fo much wine, that notwithſtanding 


all that Mr Hale could do to prevent it, he 


went on in his exceſs till he fell down as dead be» 


fore them, fo that all that were preſent, were 
not a little affrighted at it, who did what they 


could to bring him to himſelf again; this did 


went into another room, and ſhutting the door, 
fell on his knees, and prayed earnſtly to God, 
both for his friend, that he might be reſtored 
to life again; and that himſelf might be forgi- 
ven for giving ſuch countenance to ſo much ex- 


cefs and he yowed to God that he would never 
again keep company in that manner, nor drink 


3 health while he lived: his friend reco- 


vered, and he moſt religiouſly obſerved his vow, 


till his dying day. And tho'. he was afterwards 
preſſed to drink healths, particularly the king's, 
which was ſer up by too many as a diſtinguiſh- 
e e gi ing 


mg mark of loyalty, and drew.many into great 
exceſs after his majeſty's happy reſtoration; yet 
he would never diſpenſe with his vow, though 
he ſometimes was roughly treated for this, which 
ſome hot and indiſcreet men called obſtinacy. 
This wrought an intire change on him: now 
he forſook all vain company, and divided himſelf 
between the duties of religion, and the ſtudies of 
his profeſſion; in the former he was ſo regu- 
lar, that for fix and thirty years time, he never 
failed once going to church on the Lord's day : 
this obſervation he made when an ague inter- 
rupted that conſtant courſe, and he rellefted on 
it, as an acknowledgment of God's great good- 
neſs to him, in ſo long a continuance of his health. 
Ne took a ſtrict account of his time; of which 
the reader will beſt judge, by the ſcheme he 
drew for a diary, which I ſhall inſert, copied 
from the original, but IJ am not certain when he 
made it; it is ſet down in the ſame ſimplicity in 
which he writ it for his own private uſe. 


1. To lift up the heart to God in thankfulneſs 
„„ NS HET: 

II. To renew my covenant with God in Chriſt: 

1. By renewed acts of faith, receiving Chriſt, 
and rejoycing in the height of that relati- | 


- ' 


2. Reſolution of being one of his people do- 
n . NY 
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t m4 
III. Adoration and prayer. 
IV. Setting a watch over my own infirmities 
_ and paſſions, over the ſnares laid in our way. 
Perimus licitis. _ 


Da y Imployment. 


There muſt be an imployment, two kinds. 
I. Our ordinary calling to ſerve God in it. It is 
a ſervice to Cod tho? never fo mean. Coloſ. 
3. Here faithfulneſs, diligence, chearfulneſs. 
Not toover lay myſelf with more buſineſs than 
C „ 
II. Our ſpiritual imployments; mingle ſomewhat 
of God's immediate ſervice in this day. 


Refreſhments. 


I. Meat and drink, moderation ſeaſoned with 

ſomewhat of God. d 346" PRE SY Mg 

II. Recreations, 1. Not our buſineſs. 2. Suitable: 
No Games, if given to covetouſneſs, or paſſi- 


| F alone, 


I. Beware of wandering, vain, luſtful thoughts; 
fly from thyſelf rather than entertain theſe. 
II. Let thy ſolitary thoughs be profitable, yiew- 
the evidences of thy ſalvation, the {tate of thy 
ſoul, the coming of Chriſt, thy own morta- | 
lity, it will make thee humble and watchful; _ 


Company, 


% 
3 


Do good to them. Uſe God's name rererently. 
1 of leaving an ill impreſſion of ill ex- 
ample. Receive good from them if more know- 


ing. 
Ant 


Cal up che accounts of che Day. If ond 
be — 5 beg pardon. Gather reſolution of 
more vigilance. If well, bleſs the mercy 


and grace of God that hath ſupported thee, © 


' Theſe notes have an imperfeRtion in the 
wording of them, which {hews they were intend- 
edonly for his privacies. No wonder a man, who 


ſet ſuch rules to himſelf, became quickly oF 
eminent and remarkable. 


Noy the attorney general, being then one f 


the greateſt men of the profeſſion, took early 
— of him, and called . for him, and di- 
rected him in his ſtudy, and grew to have ſuch 
a friendſhip for him, that he came to be called 
young Noy. He paſſing from the extream of 
vanity in his apparel, to that of neglecting him- 
Telf too much, was once taken when there was a 


pred for the king's ſer vice, as a fit perſon for it, 


for he was a ſtrong and a well built man: but 


ſome that knew him coming by, and giving no- 
tice who he was, the preſs men let him go. 
This made him return to more decency in his 

cloaths, 
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Hoatbs, but never to any ſuperfluity or vani ity. 
| in them. 

Once as he was buy ying ſome cloath for a new 

| uit, the draper, with whom he differed about 

he price, told him he ſhould have it for nothing, 

It he would promiſe him an hundred pounds 

3 hen he came to be lord chief juſtice of England; 

1 1 20 which he anſwered, That Bd could not with 

| & good cenſcience wear any man's cloth, unleſs 

be paid for it; ſo he ſatisfied the draper, . and 

Frrzel away the cloth. Yet that ſame draper 
Mived to ſe him advanced to the ſame dignity. 

| ö He was raiſed to the bench, and made one 

of the gas of the common. pleas, by Oliver | 

Cromwell. 

He lived a private man ll the parliament met, 
' which called home the king, to which he was 
returned knight of the ſhire, from the coun- 

ty of Glouceſter. 

Soon after this, when the courts of Weſtmin- 
ſter-hall came to be ſettled, he was made lord 
chief baron; and when the earl of Clarendon 
(then lord chancellor) delivered him his com- 
miſſion, in the ſpeech he made, according to the 
cuſtom on ſuch occaſions, he expreſſed his eſteem 
of him in a very ſingular manner, telling him 
among other things, That if the king could 
have found out an honeſter and fitter man for 
* that employment, he would not have advanced 

him to it, and that he therefore prefer'd him, be- 
cauſe he knew none that deſerved it ſowell.” It 
is ordinary for perſons ſo promdted to be knight 
6a — he deſired to avoid * that honou. 

2 B done | 
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done him, and therefore for a conſiderable time 
| declined all opportunities of waiting on the king; 
which the lord chancellor obſerving, ſent for him 
upon buſineſs one day, when the'king was at his 


| | houſe, and told his majeſty, there was his modeſt 
| | | chief baron, upon which, he was unexpectedly 
SY KEnighted. IS io et eee 
3 — He continued eleven years in that place, mana - 
1 ging the court, and all proceedings in it with 
Ss |. fingular juſtice. It was obſerved by the whole 
4 nation, how much he raiſed the reputation and 
1 practice of it: and tlioſe who held places, and 
offices in it can declare not only the impartiality 
" of his juſtice, for that is but a common virtue; 
. | burt his generoſity, his vaſt diligence, and his 
LE . great exactneſs in trials. This gave occaſion to 
4 | the only complaint that ever was made of him, 
| | that he did notdiſpatch matters quick enough ;?? 
1 but the great care he uſed, to put ſuits to a final 
1 end, as it made him ſlower in deciding them, 


him, were ſeldom, if ever tried again, 
Nor did his adminiſtration of juſtice lie only 
in that court: he was one of the principal judg- 
2:Þ es that ſat in Cliffords- inn, about ſettling the dif- 
|. Fference between land-lord and tenant, after the 
| - dreadful fire in London; he being the firſt that 
| offered his ſer vice to the city, for accommodat- 
ing all the differences that might have ariſen a- 
bdaut the rebuilding it, in which he behaved to 
the ſatisfaQtion of all perſons concerned: ſo 
- - that the ſudden and quiet building of the city, 
- which is jultly to be reckoned one of the _ 
en Cs. : | ders 


1 ö Jo it had this good effect, that cauſes tried before 
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ders of the age, is in no ſmall meafure due to 


the great care, which he and Sir Orlando Bridg- 
man, (then lord chief juſtice of the common 
pleas, afterwards lord keeper of the great ſeal 


of England) uſed, and to the judgment they 
ſhewech in that affair; ſince without the rules 


then laid down, there might have otherwiſe fol- 


towed ſuch an endleſs train of vexatious ſuits, as 
might have been little leſs chargeable than the 


fire itſelf had been. But without detracting 


from the labours of the other judges, it muſt be 
acknowledged that he was the moſt inſtrumen- 


tal in that great work: for he firſt, by way 


of ſcheme, contrived the rules upon which he 
and the reſt proceeded- afterwards ; in which 


his readineſs at arithmetic, and is skill in ar- 
chitecture, were of great uſe to him. 

But it will not ſeem ſtrange that a judge be- 
ha ved himſelf as he did, who at the entry of his 
imployment, ſet ſuch excellent rules to himſelf, 


which will appear in the following paper, copi- 
ed from the original under his own hand. Th 


Things nal 7. to be conti nually had in remem- 
brance. e 


L 


1 That in ha adminiſtration of 8 Lam 
intruſted for God, the king and country; and 


therefore, 


1. That it * ane, . Vprightly, 2. Delibe- 
rately, 3. Reſolutely. 


III. -E hat I reſt not upon mine own 1 
. . 
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VI. That I ſuffer not myſelf to be prepoſſeſſed 


LY 
4 * 
: 


| XIV. In criminals that conſiſt merely in 8 


0 1 3 


ing or ſtrength, but implore and reſt u 
the direction and ſtrength of God. | 
IV. That in the execution of juſtice, I care- 
fully lay aſide my own paſſions, and. not give: 
way to them, however provoked. 
V. That I be wholly intent upon the buſineſs 1 
am about, remitting all other cares and 
thoughts, as unſeaſonable and interruptions. 


with any judgment at all, till the whole buſi - 

_ nels, and both parties be heard. _ 
VII. That I never engage myſelf in the begin- 
ning of any cauſe, but reſerve myſelf We 
judiced till the whole be heard. 
That in buſineſs. capital, though. my na- 
ture prompt me to pity ; yet to conſider, 
that there is alſo a pity due to my country. 
IX. That I be not too rigid in matters purelß 
conſcientious, where all the harm e 

of judgment. 

X. That I be not biafſed wich compaſſion to: the 
| Poor, or fayour to the rich, in point of juſtice. 
Kl. That the popular, or court applauſe, or 
"__ have no influence into any thing 1 do 
n point of diſtributing of juſtice, 
XI. Not to be ſolicitous what men will ſay or 
think, Jo long as I hep mpletf exactly accor- 
Aing to the rule of juſtice. 
XIII. If in criminals it be a meaſuring caft, 1 to 
Ancline to mercy and acquital. 


. when no harm en, moderation Is no injuſ⸗ 
dice. a : | 
3 XV. 
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: XV. Is criminals of 'blood, if the fact be evident? | 


ſeverity i 18 juſtice. 4 


XVI. To abfor all privite ſolicitations, of what, 
Find ſoever, and by whomſoever 1 in matters ge- 


pending. ; 
XVII. To charge my ſervents. Ne to inter 
poſe in any buſineſs. whatſoever, 2. Not to 
take more than their known fees. 3. Not to 
give any undue precedence to cauſes, 4. Not 
to recommend council. 


XVIII. To be ſhort and ſparing at meals, chat = 


TI may be the fitter for buſineſs. | 
He would never receive private addreſſes, or 


recommendations from the greateſt perſons in 

any matter, in which juſtice was concerned. On 
of the firſt peers of England went once to his 
chamber and told him, That having a ſuit in 
15 law to be tried before him, he. was then to ac- 


* .quaint- him with. it, that he might the better 


Ri underſtand it, when it ſhould come to be heard 
in court? Up pon which the lord chief baron, 
- interrupted : him, and ſaid, ** He did not deal 
fairly to come to his chamber about ſuch af- 
«. fairs, for he never received any information 


** of cauſes but in open court, where both parties 


* were to be heard alike” ſo he would not ſuffer. 
him to go on: whereupon his grace (for he was 
a duke) went away not a little diſſatisfied, and 
complained of it to the king, as a rudeneſs that 
was not to be endured. But his majeſty bid him 

% content himſelf that ke was not worſe uſed, 
and faid, he verily believed he would have uſed 


bo 


K 


himſelf nd better, if he had gone to ſolicit him 


PF in any of his own caules. 


/ 
- 


He eontimtd j in chis iniploymene till the 18 
of May, 1671, when the lord chief juſtice Key- 
ling dying, he was promoted to be ad lord chief 
_ juſtice of England. And here did he ſpend the 
reſt of his public life and imployment; but about 
four years and a half after his advancement, he, 
who had hitherto enjoyed a firm and vigorous. 
4G health, to which his great temperance; - and the 
| of his mind, did not a-little-conduce, was 
on a ſudden brought very low by an inflammation. © 
in his midriff, which in two days time broke the 
_ conſtitution of his health to ſuch a degree, that 
he never recovered it : he became fo afthmatical, 
. that with great difficulty hecouldfetch his breath, 
that determined in a-dropſy, of-which he after- 
warqds died. He underſtood: phyſick ſo well, that 
conſidering his age; he concluded his diſtemper 
muſt carry him off in a little time; and there- 
fore reſolved to have ſome of the laſt months of 
his life reſerved to himſelf, that being freed of 
all worldly cares he might be preparing for his 
change: he was alſo much diſabled in his body, 
' That he could hardly, though ſupported by his: 
ſervants, walk through Weſtminſter-hall, or en- 
dure the toil of buſineſs: he had been a Tong time 
Vearied with the diſtractions that his imployment 
had brought on him, and his profeſſion was be- 
come ungrateful to him; he loved to apply him 
- felf wholly to better purpoſes, as will appear by 
- a paper that he writ on this ſubjeRt, which I ſhall 
hf here inſert, _ 0 
I. „ If I conſider the buſineſs of my profeſſion : 


« whether : as an advocate, or as a Judge, it is bs 4 
0 


So, 


a —— 2 


3 Cs). 
* I do aknowledge by 
Fx ty God, and the di 
% { am bound to induſtry and fidelity in it; and 


<« às it is an at of obedience unto his will, 
re it carries. with it ſomethi 


10 


that I do to mankind therein, from the 
. bowney 
r ry God; and it is true alſo, that without ſuch 
cc imployments, civil ſocieties cannot be ſuppor-- 


.< ted, and great good redounds to mankind from 
them, and in thoſe reſpects, the conſcience of 


« my own induſtry, fidelity and integrity in them 
great comfort and fatisfaftion to me. But 
yet this I muſt ſay concerning theſe imploy- 
* ments, conſidered fi 
they are very full of cares, anxieties, and per- 
« turbarions. 

2. That though they are ebe toothers, 


yet they are of the leaſt benefit to him that 1 s 


60 imployed 1 in them. 
3. That they do neceſſarily involve 8 


» « whoſe office it is, in great dangers, dihcultics,. | 
and calumnijes. 


4. That they 
this life, which is ſhort and upcertain- 
5. That though it be my du | 

*© ſerve in. them, while Lam called to them, and 
till T am duly called from them, yet they are 
« preat conſumers of that little time we have 
% here, which as it ſeems to me; mi ght be better 
Ge 1 in a Ta contemplative Be, and a due 
_pronition 


| 7 7 , 5 


the inſtitution of Amigk- 5 
fpenſation of his providence, 


of religious duty, 
„ and I may, and do take comfort in it, and ex- 
« peſt a reward of my obedience to him, and the 


ty faithfully to- 


and beneficence and promiſe of almigh- 5 


mply in themſelves, that 


onl ſerve for the meridian of 3s 


% 


—— — — é — 


J < proviſion for eternity: Ty do not know a better 
1 temporal imployment than Martha had, in te: 
« tifi ing her love and duty to our Saviour, b 
e as. ng proviſion for him; yet our Lord tells 
her, That though ſhe was troubled about 
*, many things, there was only one thing necef- 
« fary, and Mary had choſen the better part.” 
By this the reader will ſee, that he continued 
in his ſtation upon no other conſideration, but the 
being ſet in.it by the providence of God, he judg- 
5 ed he could not abandon the poſt which was aſ- 
Z figned him, without preferring his own private 
| 


inclination to the choice God had made for him; 
but now that ſame providence, having by this 
4 great diſtemper, diſengaged him from the obliga- 
1 tion of holding a place, which he. was no longer 
| able to diſcharge, he reſolved to reſigſt it: this 
vas no ſooner ſurmiſed abroad, than it drew upon 


1 him the importunities of all his friends, and the 
cdCWClamour of the whole town, to divert him from it, 
1 but all was to no purpoſe; there was but this 

1 one argument that could move him, which was, 
1 « 'That he was obliged to continue the imploy- 


1 | 
_— * ment God had. put him in for the good of the 
MM public: but to this he had ſuch an anſwer, that 
1 exen thoſe who were moſt concerned in his with- 
drawing, could not but ſee, that the reaſons idu- 


en 


Ft.  .cing him to it were but too ſtrong ; fo he made 
applications to his majeſty. for his writ. of. caſe, 
Which the king was very unwilling to grant him, 
1 and offered to let him hold his place ſtill, he doing 
. what buſineſs he could in his chamber) but he faid, 
. 6 not with a good donſcience continue 

5 x: | 66 in 
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« in it, fince he was no longer able to diſcharge 
the duty belonging tot.” 
But yet ſuch Was the the general ſatisfaction 
which al the kingdom received by his excellent 
adminiſtration of juſtice, that the king, though he 
could not well deny his requeſt, yet he deferred 
the granting of it as long as was poſſible: nor could 
the lord chancellor be prevailed with to move 
the king to haſten his diſcharge, though the chief 
juſtice often preſſed him to it. - 

At laſt having wearied himſelf, and all his 
friends, with his importunate deſires, and grow- 
ing ſenſibly weaker in body, he did, upon the 2 1ſt 
day of F e 28. Car. II. Anno Dom. 1675-6. 
go before a maſter of the chancery, with a little 
parchment-deed, drawn by himſelf, and written 
all with his own hand, and there ſealed and deli- 
vered it, and acknowledged it to be enrolled, and | 
afterwards he brought the original deed to the 
lord chancellor, and did formally furronder his 
office in theſe words. 

Omnibus Chriſti fedelibus ad praſens ferip- 
tura pervenirit, Mattheus Hale, miles capitalis 
juſticiarius domini regis ad placita, . ifſo 
rege tenenda, aſſignatus, ſalutem in domino ſempi- 
ter nam. Noveritis me prefatum Matt hæum Hale, 
militem, jam Jactum, & waris corporis mei 
fenilts morbis & infirmitatibus dire laborantem & 
adhuc detentum, hac chartd med reſignare & rur- 
um reddere ferenſſimo Domino noſtro Carolo Se- 
cundo Dei gratia Angle, Scotie, Francie, & Fi- 
berniæ, regi, fider defenſori, &c. Pradictum offi-- 
cum 8 * ad — coram * re- 


( 22 J 's | 
ge tenenda, humillime petens quod hoc feri tum 17 
rotuletur de recordo. In cujus rei teſtimonium huic 
charte mee reſignatioms figillum meum appoſui. 
Dat vicgſimo primo die Februarii, pt 26} _ 
Dom. regis nunc ⁊ iceſimo octavo: 
As ſoon as he was diſcharged from his cldes, 
FN returned home with as much chearfulneſs as 
his want of health could admit of, being now eaſ- 
ed of a burden he had been of late groaning un- 
der, and ſo made more capable of enjoying that 
which he had much wiſhed for, according to the 
elegant tranſlation of, or rather paraphraſe upon, 
: — excellent lines in Seneca” 8 ee AR, 2. 
. him that ill ajtmnd the tott'ring frat 
Of courtly grandeur, and become as great 
A, are his mounting wiſhes: as for me, 
© Let feveet repoſe and reſt my portion be; 
Give me ſome mean obſcure receſs, a ſphere 
Out f the road of buſineſs, or the fear 
- Of falling lower ; where I ſweetly oy — 
- Myſelf and dear retirements fill enjoy: | 
Loet not my life or name be known unto + 
© The grandees bf the time, toft to and fro 
ny cenſures or applauſe ; but let my age 
Slide gentiy by, not overthwart the * 
public action, unheard, unſeen,” 3 
And unconcern'd, as if I ne er had been. 
And thus, while T ſhall paſs my ſilent 40. 
In ſhady privacy, free from the noiſe 
And buſtles of the mad world, then Te 9 


A good old innocent Plebeian die. 1 8 


- Death i is a mere ie a very hae. 


+ 
* 
— * 1 
urn 
* F - 
a ” 


— 


” 3 * 
/ 2 * 
* 


To him; that makes it his 75 s aha care 
o be a public pageant, known to all, 


But unacquainted with himſelf, doth fall, 


Had no leſs ſeriouſly than piouſly wiſhed for, he 
called all his ſer vants that had belonged to his 
office together, and told them, He had now 
h laid down his place, and ſo their imployments 


were determined; upon that, he adviſed them 


it to ſee for themſelves, and gave to ſome of them 
ec Wl very conſiderable preſents, and to every one of 
„them, a token, and ſo diſmiſſed all thoſe that were 
2. not his domeſtics. He was diſcharged the fif- 
teenth of February, 1675-6 and lived till the 
Chriſtmas following, but all the while was in ſo 


_— 
* 


both for his devotion and ſtudies, and as long as 
he could go, went conſtantly to his cloſet, and 
when his infirmities encreaſed on him, ſo that he 
was not 'able to go thither himſelf, he made his 
fer vants carry him thither in a chair. At laſt, as 


deliverance” approaching; for beſides his being 
fedneſs of another ſtate, his pains encreaſed fo on 
him, that no patience inferior to his, could have 
borne them without a great uneaſineſs of mind; 
yet he expreſſed to the laſt ſuch fubmiſſion to the” 


that it was viſible then, what mighty effects his 


"Having now attained to that privacy which he 55 


ill a ſtate of health, that there was no hopes of 
his recovery; he continued ſtill to retire often, 


the winter came on, he ſaw with great joy, his 


weary of the world, and his loagings for the bleſ- 


will of God, and ſo equal a temper under them, 


DE wad and Chriſtianity had on him, in ſuppor-' 
| "Ling 
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ing him under ſuch a heavy and grie vous load, 
Fe could not lie down in bed above a year be- 
fore his death, by reaſon of the aſthma, but ſat 
rather than lay in it. 

He vas attended on in his ſickneſs by a pious 
and worthy divine, Mr. Evan Griffith, miniſter 
of the pariſh; and it was obſerved, that in all the 
extremities of his pain, whenever he prayed by 
him, he forbore all complaints or groans, but 
with his hands and eyes. lifted up, was fixed in 
his devotions: not long before his death, the mi- 
niſt er told him, There was to he a ſacrament 
next Sunday at church, but he believed he could 
not come and par take with the reſt; therefore 
« he would give it to him in his own houſe; ; but 
5 5 he anſwered, No, his heavenly father had prepa · 

© red a feaſt for him, and he would go to his 


F father's houſe to partake ef it: fo he made 


| himſelf be carried thither in his chair, where he 
received the ſacrament on his knees, with great 
devotion, which it may be ſuppoſed was che greater, 
becauſe he apprehended it was to be the laſt, and 
ſo took it as his viaticum and proviſion for his jour- 
ney. He had ſome ſecret unaccountable preſag- 
es of his death; for he ſaid, That if he did not 
*« die on ſuch a day, (which fell to be the 25th 
7 of November) he believed he ſhould 1 
% month longer; and he died that very day 
| wie He continued to enjoy the free uſe of 
his reaſon and ſenſe to the laſt moment, which 
he often had earneſtly prayed for during his 
ſickneſs: and when his voice was ſo ſunk, that 
he, e not be heard, they perceived by the 5 
5 mo 


"TW oY 
1M moſt conſtant lifting up of his eyes and hands, 
e. that he was ſtill aſpiring -to- that bleſſed ſtate, 
+ WW of which he Was now pecdily to be paſſeſſed. 

His end was peace, he had no ſtruglings, nor 

= ſeemed to be in any pangs in his laſt moments. 

| He was buried on the fourth of January, Mr. 
Griffith preaching the funeral ſermon; his tek 
was the 57th of Iſaiah 1 verſe. The righte= 
e ous periſheth, and no man layeth it to heart, 
and merciful men are taken away, none con- ö 
fidering that the righteous are taken away 6 
«« from the evil to come.” Which how fitly 1 
it was applicable upon this occaſion, all that con- 1 
der the courſe, gf his life, will eaſily conclude, 
He was: interred in the church-y 7 of Alder- 
ley, among his. anceſtors; he 40 not much ap- 
p rove of the burying in churches, and uſed to 

fay, © The churches were made for the living, . 
and the church yards for the dead.” His mo- 
nument was like himſelf, decent and plain. The 
tombſtone was black marble and the ſides were * 
black and white mar ble, upon which he ordered 1 
this bare and humble inſcription to be made. = 
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_ enlarged his thou 
before his eyes. 


I the bugbears of yulgar opinion: he brought all 
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B given an account of the moſt re- 
markable things of his life, L am now to preſent 
the reader wit ſuch a character of him, as the 
laying his ſeveral virtues together will amount 
2 e roſe always early in the morning, he 
Dobel to walk much abroad, not only for his 
| health, but he thought it opened his mind, and 


ghits to have the creation of God 
When he ſet himſelf to any 
ſtudy, he uſed to caſt his deſign into a ſcheme, 
which he did with great exactneſs of method: 
he took nothing on truſt, but purſued his enqui- 
ries as far as they could go, and as he was hum- 
ble enough to confeſs his ignorance, and ſubmit 
to the myſtries he could not comprehend, ſo he 
ealily impoſed on, by any ſhews of reaſon, 


his knowledge as much to ſcientifical principles, 
as poſſibly he could, which made him negle& the 
ſtudy of tongues, for the bent of his mind lay 
another way. Diſcourſing once of this to ſome, 
they faid, "be - looked on the common law, as a 
fly that could not be brought into a ſcheme, nor 
formed. into a rational ſcience, by reaſon of the 
indigeſiedneſs of it, which rendered it very hard 


to be underſtood, or reduced to a method. But 


he faid, He wvas not of their mind; and ſo quick- 
Iy after he drew with his own hand, a ſcheme 


of the whole order and parts of it, on a large 


ſheet of paper, to > the b ſatisfaction of ne 


E 7 4 
to whom he ſent it. Upon this hint, ſome 1 
ſed him to compile a body of the Engliſh law; 


it could hardly ever be done by a man Wo 
knew it better, and would, with more Jjadg- : 


ment and induſtry, have put it into method 


but he ſaid, as it was a great and noble daſu ign, 


which would be of vaſt advantage to the nation, 


fo it was too much for a private man to undertake ; 


it was not to be entered upon but by the command 


of a prince, and the communicated endeavours of | 
Jo of the moſt eminent of the profeſſion. 

He had great vivacity in his fancy, as may 
appear by his inclination to poetry, and the live- 


ly illuſtrations, and many tender ſtrains in his 

contemplations; but he looked upon eloquence Wo 
and wit, as things to be uſed very chaſtly; in ſe- 

ridous matters which ſhould come under a ſeyerer. 


inquiry. : therefore he was both, when at the 
bar, and on the bench, a great enemy to all e- 
joquence or rhetroick in pleading; he ſaid, af 

the judge or jury had a right underſtanding, it 
hempied nothing, but a waſte of time, and. loſt 


words, and if they were weak, and eafulywwrought 


on it was a more decent way of corrupting then, 


 by.bribing their fancies, and biaſſing their Mecti- 2 
ans; and wondered much at the — ef the 
| French lawyers in imitating the Roman orators 


in their pleadings. For the oratory of the Ro- 


mans was — by their popular govern- 


ment, and the factions of the city, ſo that thoſe 
who intended to excel 1 in the pleading. of cauſes, 


were trained up in ſchools of Rhetors till they 


W ready and expert in that luſcious way of 
=: diſcourſe. 


9 


” 


28 4 % 


| Tieourſe. It is true, the compoſures of ſuch 2 
man as Tully was; who mixed an extraordinary 
quickneſs, an exact judgment, and juſt decorum 
with his skill in rhetoric, do till entertain the 


readers of them with, great pleaſure; but at the 


fame time it muſt be acknowledged, that there is 


made, ſince in oratery, as well as 
| doindifferently. So our judge 
French, that lived under a monarchy, ſo fond of 
icꝑiitating that which was an ill effect of the popu - 
Hur — of Rome: he therefore pleaded 
1 himſelf always in few words, and home to the 


chat pleaded before him to the main hinge of 
he buſineſs, and cut them ſhort when they made 
| excurſions about no moment, by which he ſaved 
much time, and made the chief difficulties be 
well ſtared and cleared. 


4 mas — 1 as much admired, as he * 
their 


not that chaſtity of ſtyle, that cloſeneſs of rea- 
ſoning, nor that juſtneſs of figures in his orations, 


that is in his other writings; ſo that a great dea! 
was -faid by him, rather becauſe: he knew it 
: won be acceptable to his auditors, than that it 


as approved of by himſelf ; and all who read 


elm, will acknowledge, they are better pleaſed 
with them as eſſays of wit and ſtyle, than as 
pleadings by which ſuch à judge, as ours was, 
would not be much wrought on. 


And if there 
are ſuch grounds to cenſure the performances of | 
the greateſt maſter in eloquence, we may eaſily in- 
fer what nauſeous diſcourſes the other orators 


, NONe can 
wondred tofind the 


point; and when he was judge, he held thoſe 


the Ro- 


There was another euſtom beg 


3 

their rhetoric, which vas, that the Juris - con- 
ſults were the men of the higheſt, quality, who 
were bred to be capable of the chief imployment 


in the ſtate, and became the greateſt maſters of 
the law; theſe gave their opinions of all. caſes _ 
that were put to them freely, judging .it-below. 


them to take any preſent for it; and indeed they 
were only the true lawyers-among.them, whole 
reſolutions were of that authority, that they 
made one claſſis of thoſe materials out of 
which Trebonian compiled the digeſts under 
Juſtinian; for the orators or caufidict that 
pleaded cauſes, knew little of the law, and only 
imploy ed their mercenary tongues, to work on 
the affections of the people and ſenate, or the 


prætors: even in moſt of Tully's orations there 


is little of law, and that little which they might 
ſprinkle in their declamations, . they had not 
from their own knowledge, but the reſolution 
of ſome Juris- conſult. Our judge thought it 
might become the greatneſs of a prince, to encou- 
age ſuch ſort of men, and of ſtudies; in which 
none in the age he lived in was equal to the 
great Seldon, who was truly in our Engliſh law, 
what the old. Roman Juris-confults were in 


Eo ˙·»AA ²˙—'r! — 
But where-a:decent eloquence was allowable, 
judge Hale knew how to have excelled as muh 


as any either in. illuſtrating his reaſonings, by 


proper and well purſued ſimilies, ar. by ſuch ten- 
fections; ſo that the preſent lord chancellor has 
often faid of him ſince his death, T hat he 2oas 
. „ OS Ee the 


* 
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the greateſt drator he had known ; for tho' his 
words came not fluently from him, yet when 
they were out, they were as ſignificant and ex- 
preſſive, as the matter could bear: of this 
1 ſort there are many in his contemplations, made 
to quicken his own deyotiop, which have a life 
in them becoming him that uſed them, and a ſoft- 
neſs fit to melt even the harſheſt tempers, accom- 
modated to the gravity of the ſubject, and apt to 
excite warm thoughts in the readers, that as they 
ſhew his excellent temper that brought them out, 
and applied them to himſelf, fo they are of great 
uſe to all, who would inform and quicken their 
As for his virtues, they have appeared ſo con- 
ſpicuous in all the ſeveral tranſactions and turns 
of his life, that it may ſeem needleſs to add any 
more of them than has been already related, but 
there are many particular inſtances which I 
knew not how to fit to the ſeveral years of his 
life, which will give us a clearer and better 
— 7 7 CE 
le was a deyout Chriſtian, a fincere Proteſ- 
tant, and a true ſon of the church of England; 
moderate towards diffenters, and juſt even to 
thoſe from whom he differed moſt; which appear- 
ed ſignally in the care he took of preſerving the 
Quakers, from that miſchief that was like to fall 
on them, by declaring their marriages void, and 
ſo baſtarding their children; but he conſidering 
marriage and ſucceſſion as a right of nature, from 
which none ought to be barred, What miſtake ſo- 
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vealed religion. 


. per forming it always himſelf, if there was no 


clergyman preſent : but as to his private exerciſes 
in devotion, he took that extraordinary care to 


keep what he did ſecret, that this part of his cha- 
rater muſt be defeCtigg, except it be acknowled- 
ged, that humility in 


tion could have done. | 
From the firſt time that the impreſſions of rolls 


gion ſettled deeply in his mind, he uſed great u- 
tion to conceal it, not only in e to the 
rules given by our Saviour, of faſting, praying, 
and giving alms in ſecret, but from a particular 
diſtruſt he had of himſelf; for he ſaid, he was a- 
fraid, he ſhould, at ſome time or other, do ſome 
enormous thing, which, if he were looked on as 


a very religious man might caſt a reproach on the 


profeſſion of it, and give great advantages to im- 


pious men, to blaſpheme the name of God: Bui 


a tree is known by its fruits; and he lived not 


only free of blemiſhes, or ſcandal, but ſhined in 
all the parts of his converſation : and perhaps 


the diſtruſt he was in of himſelf, contributed not 


a little to the purity of his life; for he being 


thereby obliged to be more watchful over — | 
ſelf, and to depend more on the aids of the ſpirit 


of God, no wonder if that humble temper pro- 


duced thoſe excellent effects on him. 


He had a foul enlarged and raiſed above that 


mean x nppetire of loving moneys 'W which is "rl 
| eee 


2 1 


beer they might be under, in the points of . 
He uſed conſtantly to worſhip God in his fark . 


yering it, commends him 
much more, than the higheſt expreſſion of deyo- | 
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rally the root of all evil. He did cot tale the 
bx: ba that he might have bad by his practice; 

for in common caſes, when thoſe who came to ask 
| his counſel gave him a piece, he uſed to give 
back the half, and made ten ſhillings his fee, in 
ordinary matters that did not require much time 

or ſtudy :- i he ſaw a cauſe was unjuſt, he, for 
a great While, would not meddle further in it, 
but to give his advice that it was ſo; if the 
parties after that would go on, they were to. ſeek 
another counſellor, for he would aſſiſt none in 
acts of injuſtice ; if he found the caſe doubtful 
or weak in point of law, he always adviſed his 
clients to agree their buſineſs : yet afterwards he 
abated much of the ſcrupuloſity he had about 
cauſes that appeared at the firſt viewunjuſt: upon 
this-occaſion, there were, two cauſes brought ta 
him; which by the ignorance of the party, or 
their attorney,. were ſo ill repreſented to him, 
that they ſeemed. to be very bad; but he. enquir⸗ 
ing mote narrowly into them, found they were 
really very good and juſt: fo after. this he 

flaekned much of his N ſtrictneſs, of his re- 
fuſing to meddle in cauſes, upon the the ill cir - 
comllances that appeared in them at firſt. 
In his pleading, he abhored thoſe. too com · 
mon faults of miſreciting evidences, quoting pre: 
_ cedents, or books falfly, or aſſerting things con - 
 fidently'; by. which ignorant - jyries, or weak 
Judges, are too ofteſ wrought on. He pleaded 
with the ſame ſincerity that he uſed in. the 

other parts of his life, and uſed to ſay, It was 
as 15008! a diſoonour as 4 Man Was "I" of, 
Fat} 
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that, for a little money he was to be hired to de 
otherwiſe than as he thought: All this he af 
cribed to theunmeaſurable defire of heaping up 


ſeemed to be otherwiſe born and made for 1 
thin 
He laid ade we tenth penny of alp he got Th 
for the poor, and took great care to be well in- 
formed of proper objects for his charities: and 
| WW after be was a judge, many of the perquiſites 
of his place, as his dividend ef the rule and box 
„ noney, were ſent by him to the goals to diſ- 
: {charge poor priſeners, who. never knew from 
t boſe hands 3 relief came. It is alſo a cuſ- 
dom For the marſhal of the king's bench, do 
preſent; the judges of that court ak a piece 
Plate for a new-year's-gift, that for the chief 
bolt ce being larger than the reſt, This he 
, {pntended | to have refuſed, but the other 
dges told bim, it belonged to his office, and 
ne refuſing it would 15 a prejudice to his 
e ſo he was perſuaded to take it, but 
de ſent word to the — T hat inftead of plate 
be ſhould bring him the value of it in money, and 
when he received it, he immediately ſent it to. 
he priſans, for the relief aud diſcharge of the 


ours to dine with him, and made them fit at 


ed Nabie with bimſelf; and if any of them were ſick, 
be I that they could not come, he would ſend 
as {cat warm to them from his table; and he did 


ot only relieve the poor in his own pariſh, 
at _ inpphcs. to n pariſhes, as 


there 


wealth, Which corrupted the ſouls of ſome that 


poor. there, He uſually: invited bis poor neigh 


— 


— 


there was occaſion for it; and he treated them 
all with the tenderneſs and familiarity that be- 
came one, who conſidered they were of the ſame 
nature with himſelf, and were reduced to no o- 
ther neceſſities but ſuch as he himfelf might be 
brought to: but for common beggars, if any of 
theſe came to him as he was in his walks, when 


he lived in the country, he would aſk ſuch af 


Were capable of working, Thy they went about 
Jo idly? if they anſwered, It was becauſe they 
could find no wor, he often ſent them to ſome 
field to gather all the ſtones in it, and lay them 
on a heap, and then would pay them liberally 
fror their pains. This being done; he uſed to ſent 

is carrs, and cauſed them to be carried to fuct 
places of the high way as needed mendi T0 
ZBut when he was in town, he dealt his char 
ties very liberally, even among the ſtreet beg 
gars, and when ſome told him, 7 hat he the! 
Ey encouraged idlenęſt, and that moſt -of thi 
were notorious cheats, he uſed to atifwer, Tba 

he believed moſt of them were-' ſuch, but ama 
them, there were ſome that "were great objedTs "1 

_ charity, and "preſſed. with. grievous - neceſſitre 
and that he 8 . give his ye "tb #40 

ty, who might be perhaps rogues,” than ont f th 
* fort Jhouls i ee that ſnali n 

| lie whi 4 ; hg ave them. -- 2187 Qt 5 5 + TL 
le loved buildiag much, which he affect 
ee e many poor peo 
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1 
plaints, to make abatements, for he was merci- 
ful as well as righteous. bf: 

Another remarkable inftance of tits juſtice and 
goodneſs was, that when he found ill money had 
been put into his hands, he would never ſuffer 
it to be vended again ; for he thought 1 it was no 
excuſe for him to put falſe money in other peo- 
ples hands, becauſe ſome had put it in his: a 
great heap of this he had gathered together; 
for many had ſo far abuſed his goodnels, as to 
mix baſe money among his fees that were given 
him; it is like he intended to have deſtroyed 5 
it, but ſome thieves who had obſerved it, broke 
into his chamber and ſtole it, thinking they had 
got a prize; which he uſed to tell with ſome 
pleaſure, imagining how they found themſelves | | 
deceived, when they perceived what fort of | 
booty they had fallen on. — 
After he was made a judge, he would needs : 
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pay more for every purchaſe he made than it 
was worth; if it had been but a horſe he was to | 
buy, he would have out- bid the price; and wen 
ſome repreſented to him, That he made ill bar- if 
gams, he ſaid, It became judges to pay more for it 
what they bought than the true value ; that fo 1 
hee with whom they dealt, might not think they 1 
ad any right to their. favcur, by having fold ſuehb 1 
inge to them at an eaſy rate; and ſaid it was il 
4 {ſuitable to the reputation, which a judge ought {fl 
Ao preſerve, to make ſuch bargains, that the. | 
dell world might ſee they were not too well uſed w- . 
Eon ſome ſecret account. = 
* Ia lum his eſtate did ſhew how little he had i 
| | minded | | 
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minded the PREP a great fortune, for from a 
hundred pounds a year, he raifed it not quite to 
nine hundred, and of this a very conſiderable 
part came m by his ſhare of Mr Seldon's eſtate; 
yet this, . conſidering his great practice while a 
- counſellor, and his conſtant, frugal, and modeſt 
way of living, was but a ſmall fortune; in the ſhare 
that fell to hin by Mr. Selden's will, one memor- 
able thing was 4 by bim, with che other ex · 
eeutors, by which they both ſhewed their regard 
to their dead friend, and their love to the public; 
| his liberary was valued at ſome thouſands of 
pounds, and was believed to be one of the curiouſ- 
eſt collections in Europe; fo they reſolved to keep 
this intire, for the honour of Selden's memory, 
and gave it to the univerſity of Oxford, where 
a noble room was added to the former library for 
its reception, and all due reſpects have been ſince 
ſhewed by that great and learned body, to thoſe 
their worthy benefactors, who not only parted 
fo generouſly with this great treafure, but were 
a little put to it how to ablige them, without croſ- 
* the will of their dead nd. Mr. Selden 
had once intended to give that library to that 
Wa both and had left it ſo by his will; but 
having occaſion for a manuſcript, which belong- 
ed to that library, they asked him a bond of? a 
thouſand pounds for its reſtitution; this he took 
ſo ili at their hands that he ſtruck out that part 
of his will by which he had given them his li- 
brary, and 5 ſome paſſion declared, That 
they ſhbuld never have it: the executors ſtuck at 
this a little, but having conſidered better of it, 
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came to this reſolution; that they were to be the 
executors of Mr Selden's will, and not of his 

paſſion, ſo they made good what he had intend- 

*y in cold blood, and paſt over what paſſion had of 
ſuggeſted to him. 

The parting with ſo many excellent books, 
would have been as uneaſy to our judge, as any 
thing of that nature could be, if a pious regard 
to*his friend's memory had not prevailed over 
him, for he valued books and manuſcripts above 
all things, in the world ; he himſelf had made a 
great and rare collection of manuſcripts belong- 
ing to the law of England; he was forty years 
in gathering it; he himſelf ſaid, It coſt him 
60 about fifteen hucdred pounds,” and calls it in 
his will, © A treaſure worth having and keeping, 
and not for-every man”s view.” Theſe all he left 
to Lincoln's- Inn. 

By all theſe inſtances it does appear how much 
he was raiſed above the world, or the love of it. 
But having thus maſtered things without him, 
his next ſtudy was to overcome his own inclina- 
tions; he was, as he ſaid himſelf, naturally paſſi- MF 
| onate; I add, as he faid himſelf, for that appear- = Þ| 
ed by no other evidence, fave that ſometimes his | 
colour would riſe a little, but he ſo governed 
himſelf, that thoſe who lived long about him, 
have told me they never ſaw him diſordered 
with anger, tho? he met with ſome trials, that ' 
the nature of man is as little able to bear, as any 
whatſoever. There was one who did him a 
great injury, which it is not neceſſary to menti- 
on, yao coming afterwards to him for his ad- 
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advice in the ſet 3 of his eſtate, he gave it 


very frankly to him, but would accept of no fee 


for it, and thereby ſhewed both that he could 
forgive as a chriſtian, and that he had the ſoul 
of a gentleman in him, not to take money of one 
that had wronged him ſo heinouſly. And when 
he was asked by one, How he could uſe a man 
fo kindly that had wronged him ſo much, his an- 
twer- Jas, Fle thanked 2 
give injuries. And beſides the great temper he 
expreſſed in all his public imployments, in his 
family he was a very gentle maſter: he was 
tender to his ſervants, he never turned any 


away except they were ſo faulty that there was 


no hope of reclaiming them: when any of then 


had been long out of the way, or had neglected 


any part of their duty: he would not fee them 


at their firſt coming home, and ſometimes 


not till next day, left, when his diſpleaſure was 
quick upon him, he might have chid them inde- 
cently; and when he did reprove them, he did 
it with that ſweetneſs and gravity, that it ap- 
peared he was more concerned for their having 


done a fault, than for the offence given by it to 


himſelf: but if they became immoral or unruly, 


then he turned them away; for he ſaid, He that 


by his place onght to puniſh diſorders in other 


People muſt by ho means ſuffer them in his own 


_ houſe : he advanced his ſervants according to 
the time they had been about him, and would 
never give occaſion for envy among them, by 
raiſing the younger clerks above thoſe who had 
been r with him. He treated them all 


with. 


6d he 225 learned to for- 
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with great affection, rather as a friend than a 
_ maſter, giving them often good advice and in- 

ſtruction. He made thoſe who had good places 

under him give ſome of their profit to the other 

ſervants who had nothing but their wages: when 

he made his will, he left legacies to every one 

of them; but he expreſſed a more particular 

kindneſs for one of them Robert Gibbon, of the 
Middle Temple, Eſq; in whom he had that 
confidence, that he left him one of his executors, | 

The judge was of a moit tender and compaſſio- - | 
nate nature; this did eminently appear in his 
trying and giving ſentence. upon criminals, / in 
which he was ſtrictly careful, that not a circum- | 
ſtance ſhould be neglected that might any way 
clear the fat: he behaved himſelf with that 
regard to the prifoners, which became both the 
gravity of a judge, and the pity that was due 
to men whoſe lives were at ſtake, ſo that no- 
thing of jeering or unreaſonable ſeverity ever fell 
from him. He - alſo examined the witnefles 
in the ſofteſt manner, taking care that they 
ſhould be put under no confuſion, which might 
diſorder their memory; and he ſummed all the *_ 
evidence ſo equally when he charged the jury, 
that the criminals themſelves never complained 
of him. When it came to him to. give ſentence, 
he did it, with great compoſedneſs and decency, 
and his ſpeeches to the priſoners, directing them 
to prepare for death, were ſo weighty, ſo free of 
all affectation, and ſerious and devout, that many | 
loved to ga to the trials, when he fat judge, to 
be edified by his ſpeeches, and behaviour in 

-" pv FE them, 
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them, and uſed to ſay, They "RET very few 
« ſuch ſermons.” T 
But though the pronouncing the ſentence of 
death, was the piece of his imployment that went 
moſt againſt the grain with him; yet in that he 
could never be molified to any tenderneſs which 
hindred juſtice. | 
is mercifulneſs extended even to his beaſts, \ 
for when his horſes that he had kept long, grew 
old, he would not ſuffer them to be ſold or much 
- wrought; nor would he allow dogs that he had 
| kept long, to be killed, or loſt. =. 

He was a great encourager of all young per- 
fons that he faw followed their books diligently, 
to whom he uſed to give directions concerning 

the method of their ſtudy; with a humanity and 

ſweetneſs, that wrought much on all that came 

near him, and, in a Pleatant my be would ad- 
moniſh them. 

He was very free and communicative in his 
diſcourſe, which he moſt commonly fixed upen 

_ ſome good and uſeful ſubject, and loved for an 
hour or two at night, to be viſited by fome of 
his friends, 
In his furniture, and the ſeViee of his table, 
and way of living, he liked the old plainneſs ſo 
BH well, that he would ſet up none of the new fa - 
| > fhions, ſo he rather affected a coarſeneſs in the 
uſe of old ones; which was more the effect 
of his philoſophy than diſpoſition, for he lor. 

ed fine' things too much at firſt, 
Haring loſt one of his ſons, the manner of 
To _ = * whoſe 


T6: 


whoſe death had fome grievous ci rcumſtances in 


fuch muſt look to fee many ſad and unacceptable 
things ; and baving ſaid that, he went to other 
diſcourſes: with his ordinary freedom of mind. 

He had a gener6uz and noble idea of God in 


his mind, and this he found above all other con- 
. ſiderations preſer ve his quiet. And indeed that 


was ſo well eſtabliſhed in him, that no accidents, 


how ſudden ſoever, were obſerved to difcompoſe 


rater, in the public and exemplary parts of his 
life, without interrupting the thread of the rela- 


conclude-with a ſhort account of theſe. 


CFP as. *- vr 


s [MW in Berkſhire, grand child: to Sir Francis More, 


n ferjeant at law; by her he had ten children, the 


n MW four firſt died young, the other fix lived to be 
1 married: and he outlived them all, except his 


eldeſt daughter, and his youngeſt ſon, who are 


yet alive 


ry - 


|  Hiseldeſt ſon, Robert, married Frances the 


daughter of Sir Francis Cook, of Avington 


ſo 

ae] 

ne in Berkſhire, and they both dying within a 
& little time one after another, left five children; 


1 two ſons Matthew and; Gabriel, and three 


| daughters, Anne, Mary, and Frances; and by 
of the judge's, advice, 


it; one coming to ſee him, and condole, he ſaid 
to him, 7 hoſe were the effects of living long, 


Having thus far purſued his hiſtory and cha- 


tion, with what was private and domeſtic, I ſhall 


He was twice married, his firſt wife was 
Anne, daughter of Sir Henry More, of Flay 


D'3 execute; 
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_ executor ; ſo he took his ZN children into 


his own care, and e them he left his e. 
ſtate. 

His frond ſon, Maenkiew, nies Anne the 
daughter of Mr. Matthew Simmonds, of Hifly, 
in Gloceſterſhire, who died ſoon after, and left 
one ſon behind him named Matthew. p. 
His third fon, Thomas, married Rebekah 
daughter of Chriſtian le Brune, a Dutch mer- 


chant, and died without iſſumme. 


His fourth ſon, Edward, ür Mary 


daughter of Edmund Goodyere, Eſq; of Hax. 
thorp in Oxfordſhire, and till en he oy 
two ſons and three daughters. 4 


His eldeſt daughter, Mary, martin: to 


Edward Alderley, fon of Edward Alderley, of 
* Inniſhannon, in the county of Cork in Ireland, 
who dying, left her with two ſons and three 
daughters: ſhe is ſince married to Edward Ste- 


ven,” Eſq; of Cherington, in Gloceſterſhire. + 
His youngeſt daughter, Elizabeth, was mar- 


| vie to Edward Webb, Eſq; Barriſter at law; 
ſhe died, leaving two children, a ſon and a 


daughter. 4 


His ſecond mike was Anne, the daughter of 
Mr Joſeph Biſhop, of Falkly, in Berkſhire, by 


whom he had no children: he gives her 3 
great character in his will, as a moſt -dutiful, 
faithful, and loving wife; and therefore truſt- 
ed the breeding of his: grand-children to her 
care, and left her one of his executors, to whom 
he joined Sir Robert Joris Mr, Gib- 


The 


e 5 The Concluſion. ae 


HUS ined ang died sir n Hale, 


lad: : he had one of the bleflings of virtue in 
the higheſt meaſure of any. of the age, that- 
does not always follow it, which was, that he- 


was nnfverfally much yalued and admired by men 


of all-fides and perſuaſions. For as none could 


hate him but for his juſtice and virtues; ſo the 


great eſtimation he was generally in, made, that 
few durſt undertake to defend ſo ingrateful a 
paradox, as any thing ſaid to leflen him would 


| have appeared to be. His opinion in. points of 
| law, generally paſſes. as an uncontrolable authori- 


ty, and is often pleaded in all the courts of juſ- 
tice; and all that knew him well, do {till fpeak 
of him as one of the perfecteſt patterns of reli- 
gion and virtue they ever ſaw. 

The commendations given him by all ſorts 
of people are ſuch, that I can hardly come un- 
der the eenſures of this age, for any thing 1 
have ſaid concerning him; yet if this book lives 
to after- times, it will be looked upon pert. 
as a picture drawn more according to fancy and 


invention, than after the life, if it were not, 
that thoſe that knew him well, eſtabliſhed its 
credit in the preſent age, will make it pals 


down to the next with a clearer authority. 
As he was honoured while he lived, ſo he 


the renowned lord chief juſtice of Eng- 
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was much lamented when he died: and this 


will ſtill be acknowledged as a juſt inſcription 


for his memory, though his an forbid any 


ſuch to be put on his tomb ſtone. 


P THAT HE WAS ONE OF. TRE 


GREATEST PATTERNS THIS AGE 


HAS AFFORDED, WHETHER IN HIS 


PRIVATE DEPOR TMENT, AS A CHRE 


STIAN, OR IN HIS. PUBLICK EMPLOY- 


MENTS,  EFTHER AT THE, BAR. OR 
N T HE BENCH. 
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Sir MATTHE W HALE% 
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To His CHILDREN. 


Derr caubsev, e ee 


IN TENDED to tows 3 at Alderley: 

this Whitſontide, deſirous to renew thoſe: 
counſels and advices which I have often given 
you, in order to your greateſt concernment; 
namely, the everlaſting good and welfare of your 
ſouls hereafter, and the due ne of . ö 
lives and converſations here. | 


* 1 young 8 are a pt, rough © 
their 


" "Ys 


MTS 
their own indiſcretion;.or the ill advice of others 
to think theſe kind of entertainments but dry 


and empty matters, and the moroſe and needleſs 


_ Interpoſitions of old men: yet give him leave to 
tell you, that very well knows what he ſays, 


theſe things are of more importance and con- 
cernment to you, than external gifts and boun- 


ties; wherein, nevertheleſs, I have not been 
Wanke to you according to my ability. 


Tbis was my intention in this journey; and 


tho J have been diſappointed therein, yet 1 
thought good by letters and meſſages, to do 
ſomething that might be done that way for 
your benefit, that J had otherwiſe intended to 
have done in perſon. 


Aſſure yourſelves ther efore, and "REY 4t 


from one that knows what he ſays; from one 
that neither can have any reaſon, or end to de- 


cctcive you, that the beſt gift I can-give you, is 


good counſel ; and the beſt counſel I can give 


you, is that which relates to your greateſt im- 


port and concernment ; namely, religion. 
2  - therefore, ſince J cannot, at this time, 
deliver it to you in perſon, I ſhall do it by this 
letter; wherein I ſhall not be very large, but 


may be moſt of preſent uſe and moment to you: 


and by your due obſeryance- of theſe direc- 
tions, I {ball have a good character both of your 
ſs to God, your obedience to your fa- 
and alſo of "ſerexion and prudence; for. 


11 iis moſt corn ha s religion is the beſt means 


to. 


keep myſelf within the bounds proper for a let- 
ter; and thoſe things only, at this time, which 
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to 0 advance and rectify human nature, 10 no man 

ſhall be either truly wiſe, or truly happy without 

it, and the love of it; no, not in this life, much 5 
ess in that which is to come. 

1. Therefore every morning and every eveh- 
ing, upon your knees, humbly commend your» 
ſeſves to almighty God in prayer, begging his 

| WW mercy to pardon your ſins, his grace to direct you, 
his providence to protect you; returning him hum- 

| ble thanks for all his diſpenſations towards you; 

yea, even for his very corrections and afflitions;  —, 

> I intreating him to give you wiſdom and grace, to 

make a ſober, patient, humble, profitable. uſe 

of them; and, in his due time, todeliver you from 
them; concluding your prayers with the Lord's 

; priyer. This will be a certain means to bring 

pour mind into a right frame; to procure you 

comfort and bleſſing and to prevent thouſands 

s | of inconveniences and miſchiefs, to which you will 

be otherwiſe ſubjected. 

I. 2. Every 7 read ſeriouſiy and reverent- 
ly a portion of the holy ſcripture and acquaint 

» I yourſelves with the hiſtory and doctrine thereof: 

S it is a book full of light and wiſdom, will make 

t you wiſe to eternal life, and furniſh you with direc- 

4 tions and principles, to guide and order your life 
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ſafely and prudently. . 
3. Conclude every evening with reading Come 5 

part of the ſcripture and prayer in your family. 

4. Be ſtrict and religious obſer vers of the Lord's 

day; reſort to your pariſh church twice that day, 

if your health will permit, and attend diligently 

and reyerently to the publick prayers and ſer- 
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mons: he cannot reaſonably expect a bleſſing 
from God the reſt of the week, that neglects hy 
duty to God, in the due conſecration of this day 
to fe ſpecial ſervice and duty; of God, Which this 
day requires... 


5. Receive the ſacrament, wat, thies times 


in the year, and oftner, as there is occaſion, in 
your pariſh church. The laws of the land require 
this, and the law of your Saviour requires it, and 
the law of duty and gratitude requires it of you, 


Prepare yourſelves ſeriouſly for this ſervice be- 


forehand, and perform it with reverence and 
thankfulneſs : the negle& of this duty procures 
great inconvenience and ſtrangeneſs ; and com- 
monly the ; neglect hereof arifeth from ſome con- 


ceited opinion that people inconſiderately take 


up; but moſt ordinarily from a ſluggiſhneſs of 
mind, and an unwillingneſs to fit and prepare the 
mind for it; or to leave ſome ſinful or vain courſe 
that men are not willing to leave, and yet con- 
demn themſelves in the practice of it. 


6. Beware of thoſe that go about to ſeduce you 
from that religion wherein you have been 


brought up hitherto; namely, the true Prote- 


ſtant religion; it is not unknown to any that ob- 


ſerves the ſtate of things in the world, how many 
erroneous religions are ſcattered abroad in the 


world; and how induſtrious men of falſe perſua- 
ſions are to make proſelytes. 1 here are An- 
tinomians, Quakers, Anabaptiſts, and divers 


others that go about to miſ- lead themſelves and 
others; nay, although the laws of this Kingdom, 
and eſpecially the ſtarute of 23. Eliz. cap. 1. have 

inflited 
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Th ey will uſe all flattering applications and 


2 We 


inflicted the ſevereſt penalty upon thoſe that go : 


about to withdraw. perſons to the Romiſh re- 
ligion, from the religion eſtabliſhed in Englang, 


as any man that reads the ſtatute, may * 0 
1— 


there are ſcattered up and down the wor 
vers factors and agents, that, under ſeyeral diſ- 


guiſes and pretences, endeavour the perverting 
of weak and eaſy perſons: take heed of all ſuch 


perſuaders. And that you may know and obſerye 


the better, you ſhall ever find theſe arrifices-prace 


92999 
— 


1. 
inſiguations to be maſter of your humour, and 


when they have gotten that advantage, they that 


ſcemed before to ſerve you, will then command 
. . 


- 


2. They will uſe all poſſible ſkill, to raiſe jp 
you jealouſy and diſlike towards thoſe that may 
otherwiſe continue, and keep you in the truth; 
as to raiſe diſlike in you againſt your migiſter; nay, 
rather than fail, to raiſe diſſention among relati- 
ons; yea, to caſt jealouſies and ſurmiſes among 


chem, if ir may be inftrumental to corrupt them. 
3. They will endeavour to withdraw people 


from the pubſick miniſtry of God's word, encou· 
rage men to flight and negle& it: and when they | 


4 


have once effected this, they have a fair oppor- 


unity to infuſe their own corrupt principles. 
4. They will engage you, by ſome means or 


dinarily by ſome pretended kindneſs or familiari- 


ty; that in a little time, you ſhall not dare. to dife 
pleaſe them; you muſt do and ſpeak hat they 


will 
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will have you, becauſe ſome way or other you 2re 
intangled with them, or ingaged to them; and 
then they become your governors, and you will 
not dare to contradict, or diſobey them. 


Theſe are ſome of thoſe artifices whereby 


crafty and ſubtle ſeducers gain e and 


dring men under captivity. © 


7. Be very careful to moderate) your: paſſions, 


efpectitly of choler and anger; it inflames the 
blood, diforders the brain, and, for the time, ex- ä 
terminates not only religion, but common reaſon; 
it puts the mind i into confuſion, and throws wild- 
fire into ob = e, whereby men give others 
advantage 
pable o eng his duty to God, and puis a man 
upon acts of violence, unrighteouſneſs, and in- 
Juſtice to men: therefore keep your paſſions un- 
der diſcipline, and under as ſtrict a chain as von 
would keep an unruly. curſt maſtiff, look to it, 
that you give it not too much line at firſt. But 
If it hath gotten any fire within you, q quench it 
N preſently, with eonſideration, and let it not break 


out into paſſionate, or unruly words or actions; 


but, Whatever you do, let it not gangrene into 
malice, envy, or ſpight. 


3. Send your chiſdren early to learn their cate- 


chiſin, 1h they takein the true principles: of re- 


ligion betimes, which may grow up with them, 
and habituate them both to the knowledge and 

practice of it; that they may eſcape the danger of 
corruption by error or vice, being antecedently 


ſeaſoned with better principles. 


P Receive the bleſſings * God, with very 


much 


them; it renders a man unca- 


— 


„Dr 


much thankfulneſs to him, for he is the root and 
fountain of all the good you do, or can receive. 
10. Bear all afflictions and croſſes patiently ; it 
is your duty, for afflictions come not from the 
duſt. The great God of heaven and earth is he 
that ſends theſe meſſengers to you, though poſ- 
ſibly evil occurtence may be the immediate in- 
ſtruments of them: you owe to almighty God an 
infinite ſubjection and obedience, and to expoſtu - 
late with him, is rebellion; and as it is your duty, 


ſo it is your wiſdom, and your prudence: impa- 
3 Ml rience will nor diſcharge your yoke, but it will 
* I make it galſthe worſe, and fit the harder. 
ri. Learn not only patience under your afflic- 
Lions, but alſo profitably to improve them to your 
t I font's good; learn by them how vain and unprofi- 


table things the world, and the pleaſures there- 
of, are, that a ſharp, or a lingring fickneſs ren- 
ders utterly taſteleſs. Learn Bow vain and weak a 
thing human nature is, which is pulled down to 
the gates of death, and cloathed with rottenneſs 
and corruption, by a little diſorder in the blood, 

in a nerve, in a vein, in an artery. And ſince we 
have 10 Firtle hoſck of a temporal life, which is 
ſhaken and ſhattered by „ ac - 
cident, or diſtemper: learn to lay hold of eternal 
life, and of that covenant of peace and falvation, 
which Chriſt hath brought for all that believe, 
and obey the goſpel of peace and falration; there 
mall be no death, no ſickneſs, no pain, no weak- 
neſs, but a ſtare of unchangeable, andeeverlaſting 

I lappſpels: and if you thuviniproveatfiftion, you | 
VO RT DEN; NNN Mee ices. 


3 8 52 
is no more probable way 1 the heaven whe 
- delivered from affliction, if the wiſe God ſee it 
fit, than thus to improye.it ; for aſſſiction is a 
meſſenger, and the rod hath a voice; and that 
is, to require mankind to be the more patient, 
and the more humble, and the more to ac- 
knowledge almighty God in all our ways: and 
if men liſten to this voice of the rod, and conform 
to it, the rod hath done his errand: and will ei- 
ther leave a man, or ar leaſt give a man ſingular 
comfort, eyen under the ſharpeſt affliion ; and 
this aHiction which is but for a moment, "thus 
improved, will work for us an . and e- 
ternal weight of great glory: 

12. Reverence your miniſter; he is a viſe, 
and a good man, and one that loves, you and 
| hath a tender care and reſpect for you: do 
not grieve him, either by negle&, or diſreſpect. 
i Aflure yourſelves, if there be any perſon, tha 
ſets any of you your him or provokes, or 

encourageth any of you to diſpiſe, or neglect him, 
* that perſon, whoever he be, loves not you, nor 
8B the office, he bears; and therefore as the laws 
of the land, and the divine providence, hath 
| . placed him at Allerley, tb have a care of your 
' ſouls; ſo I mult tell you, I do expect you 

| hol reverence. and . 0 him for his own, 
= for your, and for his office fake. -_ 
Ko And now I have written this os pille to 
0 ro perform that office for me, 6%. I ſhould 
Th done 1 75 E if I could have taken this 


journe he epiſtle is long, but it had been 
kae! if Ih had * more * And although 
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perchance ſome there he in the world, that, 


when they hear of it, will interpret it to but 


the excurſions and moroſe rules of old age, un- 


neceſſary, and ſuch as might have been ſpared; 


yet I am perſuaded, it will find better acce tati- 
on from you that are my 
now on the ſhady, ſide of threeſcore years; 
write to you, what you have often heard me 


when 1 ſhall 


children. am 


in ſubſtance ſpeak: and poſſibly, 
leave this world, you will want ſuch a remem- 


brancer as I Have been to you: The words that 
I- now, and at former times have written to you, 
are words of truth and ſoberneſs; and words, 
and advices that proceed from a heart full of 


love and affection to you all. If I ſhould ſee you do 


amiſs in any thing and ſhould not reprove you; 
or, if I ſhould find you wantingeounſel and di- 
rection, and ſhould not give it, I ſhould not 
perform the truſt of a father : and, if you ſhould 


not thankfully. receive it, you wauld be ſome- 
what defective in the duty F to God and 
and me, as children. As I* have never ſpared 


my purſe to ſupply. you, according to my abili- 
ties, and the. reaſonableneſs of occaſions ; ;fol 
have never been wanting to vou in ood and 
prudent counſels; and: the God 5 

give you wiſdom, . and em in the 


heaven 


obſer yance- ot ä 
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Your ver loving Father, 
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THANK God 10 came r to ere | 
this Saturday, abour five of the clock ; 27 
aſe I have 2 teifare time at my iun, 1 
could not ſpend the time more to my on con- 
tentment, 15 your benefit, than by ben letter, 
the fabje&t 


to give yon all good connfel .: 
hae e 


whereof, at this time, ſha} be cont 
becauſe much the good or evit that 
ſons, doth occafionally happen by the elf 0 or 
ill manäging of that part o 2 converſarion. 
TI hall, as I have leifare and opporcutity, at 
other times, give you my directions concerning 
other ſubjects. me 
And herein 1 ſhall advife you, firſt, How you 
are to entertain the ſpeeches of others, accord- 


ing to the divers tdefires thereof. Secondly, 
How you! are to 3 and Te own 


LAS 
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8 or reproach Mi one! is abſent, . ; 
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1. As concerning the former, obſerve theſe 
direftions. 


. Obſerve and mark, as well as you may, 
Ar is the temper and diſpoſition: of thoſe per- 
ſons, whoſe ſpeeches you fear, whether they be 
grave, 2858 f fober, wife, difcreet perfons; if 
they be ſuch, their ſpeeches nay are like 
themfelves, and will deferve your attention and 
obſer vation. But if they be light, impertinent, 
vain, paſſionate perſons, their foecch 1 is for the 
moſt part, according; and the beſt advan- 
tage that you will gain by their ſpeech, is but 
thereby to learn their diſpoſitions, to diſcern 
their failings, and to make yourſelves the more 
cautions botli in your converfation with them, 
and in your own ſpeech and deportment ; for, 
in the unſeemlineſs of their ſpeech, you may 
diſcern and avoid the hke in yourſelves 
2. If any pet ſon, that you do not very well 
know to be 3 of truth, ſobriety, and 
weight, relate ſtrange ſtories, be not too ready 
or eaſy to believe them, nor report them after 
him: and yet (unleſs he be one of your fami- 
Har. acquaintance) be not forward to contra- 
di& him; or if t e neceffity to the occaſion re- 
quireyou to declare your —_— of what is 1e 
rred, Ter it be mode 1 gently, not too 
cty or cbarſely means, on the one 


| fide you ſhall * Wag abuſed by your too 
much credulity; on te cher fl, you kei 55 
| void quarrels, amd diſtaſte. 


3. If any man ſpeak u thing t the difadran- 
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ready to believe i it, only obſerve and remember 
it; for it may be, it is not true, or it is not all 


true, or ſome other circumſtances were mingled 


with it, which might give the buſineſs. reported 
a juſtification, or at leaſt an allay, an extenuati. 
PP r a reaſonable excufe: 1 in moſt actions, if 
which. is bad alone, or ſeems to be ſo, be 
reported, omitting that. which is good, or the 


circumſtances that accompany it, any action may 


be eaſily miſrepreſented; be not too haſty there: 
fore to believe a reproach, ul you. how the 
truth, and the whole truth. 

4. If any perſon report unto you ane i injury. 
done to you by another, either. in words or 
do not be over haſty in believing it, nor ſud- 
denly angry with: the -perſon ſo accuſed; for 
- poſſibly it may be falſe-or miſtaken; and how 
unſeemly a thing will it be, when your creduli- 
ty and paſſion ſhall perchance carry you, upon 
a ſuppoſed-injury, to do wrong ta him that hath 
done you none; or, at leaſt, when | the bottom: 
and. truth of the accuſation... Is E * will: 
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may be, he hath done nie wrong, yet poſlibly 
it is not fo much as it is reported, or it was done 
by miſtake, or, it may be, he is ſorry for it: I 
E be angry till know there be caufe, and 
if there be cauſe, yet I will not be angry, till 1 
know the whole cauſe, for till then, if J muſt be 
angry at all, yet T know not how much to be 
angry; it may be it is not worth my anger, or, 
if it be, it may be it deſer ves but a little. This 
will keep your mind and carriage, upon ſuch 
occaſions, in a due temper and order; and will 
ge malicious or officious tale. bearers. "A 
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neſs on grow 1 Wr 
6. If a man flatter and PE TOY you to your 
face, or to one that he thinks will tell you of it, 


jt is a thpokad to one, either he hath deceived 


and abuſed you ſome way, or means to do ſo; 
remember the e fible of the fox, commending the 
ſinging of the crow, when ſhe had Fong | in. 
her mouth that the fox liked. 

Wa Ifa perſon be cholerick, 
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A T 
you. all language ; remember, 1. Rather to ity 
him, than to be moved into anger and 


with him; for moſt. certainly that man is in a 
diſtemper and diſorder ; obſerve him calmly, and 


you ſhall ſee him in ſo much perturbation and 


diſturbance, that- you will eaſily believe he is 
not a pattern to be imitated by you; and there- 


for return not choler nor anger, for angry 
words ; for-you do but put yourſelf into # kind 
of frenzy, becauſe you ſee him ſo. 2 Be ſure 
15 return not railing, reproaching, or reviling, 


or reviling, for it doth but kindle more heat, 


and you will find filence, or, at leaſt, very gentle 


Words, the moſt exquiſite revenge of reproaches 


that can be; for either it will cure the diftem- 


ddever i it keeps your innocence, gives you de- 


| ſerved reputation of wiſdom and moderation, 


per in the other, and make him ſee and be ſor- 
ry for his paſſion, or it wil torment him with 
more perracbarign” and diſturbance. But how- 


and keeps up the ſerenity and compoſure of 
your mind; whereas paſſion and anger, do make 
a. man unit for any thing that becomes him, as 


A man, or a Chriſtian.” 
8. Some men are "Excellent in knowledge of 


busbandry ; ; fomeof planting, ſome of gardening, | 


_ ſome in the mathemaricks, | ſome in one kind, 


; 
ſome in another; in all your converſation, learn : 


* 


as near as you can, wherein the {kill and excel- 
lence of any perſon lies, and put him upon talk 


ol that ſubject, and obſerve i it, and keep it in me- 
mory or Mindy: by this means, Fs will glean 
EL, perſon 

you. 


up the Worth and excellence. 
a : 
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you meet with, and at an eaſy rate put together 


that which may be for your uſe upon all occaſions. 


9. Converſe not with a har, or a ſwearer, ora 
man of obſcene or wanton language; for either he 


will corrupt you, or at leaſt it will hazard your 


reputation to be one of the like making; and, if 


it do neither, yet will fill your memory with ſuch 
diſcourſes, that will be troubleſome to you in af. 


- tertime, and the returns of the remembrance of 
the paſſages which you long ſince. heard of this 
nature, will haunt you when your thoughts 


mould be better imployed. 


II. Now as concerning your own ſpeech, and 


how you are to manage it; ſomething may be 
collected out of what goes before, but hall add 
ſome things elſe. 


1. Let your ſpeech be true, never ſpeak any 
thing 8 a truth, which you know, or believe, 
to be falſe: it is a great ſin againſt God, that gave 


you a 188 to ſpeak your mind, and not to 


ſpeak a 1. 7 it is a great offence againſt huma- 


nity itſelf, for where there is no truth, there 
can be no afe ſociety berween mat and man : 
and it is an injury to the ſpeaker; for, beſides 
the baſe diſreputation it caſts upon him, it doth 
in time bring a man to that baſeneſs of mind, 


that he can ſcarce tell how to tell truth, or to 
avoid lying, eren when he hath no colour of 


neceſſity for it; and in time he comes to ſuch a 
paſs, that as another man cannot believe he tells 


a truth ; ſo he himſelf ſcarce knows' when he 7 
tells a lye: and, obſerve it, a lye ever returns : 


with diſcovery and ſhame at the laſt. 


2. As you muſt be careful not to Ive, ſo you 


muſt 


| 0 60 "is 


i muſt avoid coming near it; you muſt not equi- 
1 vocate, you muſt not ſpeak that abſolutely, which. 
| you hare but by hear-ſay, or relation; you muſt 
i - not ſpeak that as upon knowledge, which you 
| have but by conjecture or opinion only, 


| he thats e 


3. Let your words be few, eſpecially when 


Four betters, or ſtrangers, or men of more ex- 
bi perience, or underſtanding, are in place; for you 
W-. do yourſelf at once two great miſchiefs. 1, You 
betray and diſcoyer your own weakneſs and fol- 

Iy. 2. You rob yourſelf of that opportunity 
which you might otherwiſe have to gain know- 
ledge, wiſdom, and experience, by hearing thoſe 
that you ſilence by your impertinent talking. 
4. Be not over .carneft, Joud, or violent in 

' © talking, for it is unſeemly; and garneſt and loud 
talking makes you over - ſnoot and loſe your buſi- 
neſs; when you ſhould be conſidering and pon- 1 
genie your thoughts, and how to expreſs them © 
ſignificantly, to the purpoſe, you are ſtriving to v 
keep your tongue going. and to filence an op- WM d 
Pari not with reaſon, but with noiſe. BW » 


Be careful not to interrupt another in his f, 
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talk, hear him out, you will underſtand him the v 
- better, and be able to give him the bettet auſwer; ¶ ei 
it may be, if vou will give him leave, he will fay 
omex hat more than you have yet heard, vr well I a. 
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underſtood, or that which you did not expect. MW © 

6. Always before you ſpeak, clpetially where © fr 
the buſineſs is of moment, conſider before hand, MW ot 
weigh the ſenſe of your mind, which you intend I pi 
to utter, think upon the expreſſions you intend I an 
es de, that; they, de Aa u Fee e fo 
,,, ͤ eee PO 
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jnoffenſive ; and whereas it is the ordinary courſe ; 
of inconſiderate perſons to ſpeak their words, 


and then to think, or not to think till they 
ſpeak.; think firſt, and ſpeak after, if it be in any 


matter of moment or ſeriouſneſs. . 


7. Be willing to ſpeak well of the abſent, if 


you do not know they deſerve ill : by this means 
you ſhall make yourſelf, many friends, and ſome- 


times an undeſerved commendation, is not loſt 
to the party to whom it is given: I have known 


ſome men, that have met with an undeſerved 
commendation, out of ſhame of being worſe than 


they have been reported, ſecretly to take up 
practices anſwerable to their commendation, and 
lo to make themſelves as good as they are re- 


ported. ©: 


g. Be ſure you give not an ill report to any 


that you are not ſure deſerves it: and in moſt 


caſes, tho? a man deſerves ill, yet you ſhould be 
very ſparing to report him ſo; in ſome caſes in- 


deed you are bound, in honeſty and juſtice, to 


give that account concerning the demerit or de- 
fault of a perſon that he deſerves; as, namely, 
when you are called to give teſtimony for the 


ending of a controverſy, or when the conceals 
ing of it may harden and encourage a perſon in 


an evil way, or bring another into danger; in 


ſuch caſes, the very duty of charity binds you to 


ſpeak your knowledge nay, your probable fear 


or ſuſpicion of ſuch a perſdn, ſo it be done for. 


prevention of greater inconvenience, and in love, 
and eſpecially the diſcovery be made to a per- 


ſon that hath a ſuperintendence, eare or authori- 
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( 62 ) 
. ty over the perſon complained of; for-this'is an 
act of love and duty. But for any perſon, ma- 
liciouſly, buſily, and with intent to ſcandalize ano- 
ther, to be whiſpering tales and ſtories to the 
prejudice of another, this is a fault; if you 
know any good of any perſon, ſpeak it as you 
= Have opportunity; if you know any evil, ſpeak. 
it,, if it be really and prudently done, for the 
= : good of him, and the fafety of others; other- 
= _' wiſe rather chuſe to ſay nothing, than to ſay any 
= thing reproachfully, maliciouſly, or officiouſly, to 
9. Avoid ſwearing in your ordinary commu- 
nication, unleſs called to it by the magiſtrate, 
and not only the groſſer oaths, but the lefſer; i * 
and not only oaths, but imprecatious, earneſt bu 
and deep proteſtations: as you have the commen- ¶ ne 
dable example of good men to juſtify a ſolemn. JI inſ 
oath before a magiſtrate, ſo yon have the pre- I 
cept of our Saviour forbidding it otherwiſe. ©; I the 
10. Avoid ſcoffing, and bitter, and biting 
joering, and jeſting, eſpecially at your friend's N anc 
condition, credit, deformity, or natural defects aud 
of any perſon; for theſe leave a deep impreſ- Ned: 
ſion, and are a moſt apparent injuſtice; were lar 
you fo uſed, you would take it inwardly amiſs; of 
aànd many times ſuch an injury coſts a man dear, 
when he little thinks of itt = 
"14. Be very careful, that you give uo re- 
proachful, bitter, menacing or ſpightful words 
to any perſon; nay, not to ſervants, or other 
perſons of an inferior condition; and that upon 
theſe conſiderations, 1. There is not the meaneſt 
„ es e perſon 
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( 63 ) 
rſon but you may ſtand in need of him in one 
ind, or at ſome time or other; good words make 
friends, bad words make enemies: it is the beſt 
prudence in the world to make as many friends 
as honeſtly. you can, eſpecially when it may be 
done at fo eaſy a rate as a good word; and it is 
the greateſt folly that can be to make an enemy 
by ill words, which do not at all any good to the 
party that uſeth them. 2. Ill words provoke ill 
words again, and commonly ſuch ill words as are 
gained by ſuch a provocation, eſpecially of an 
inferior, ſtick cloſer, and wound deeper, than 
fuch as come unprovoked by ill language, or 
from an equal. 3. Where faults are committed, 
they may, and by a ſuperior, muſt be reproved; 
but let it be done without reproaches, or bitter - 
neſs, otherwiſe it loſeth its due end aud nls, and 
inſtead of reforming the offence, exaſperates the 
offender, and makes him worſe, and gives him 
the cudgel to ſtrike again, becauſe it diſcovers 
pour own weakneſs when you are reprehending 
another, and lays you juſtly open to his Ae" 
ts (and makes your own but {corned and diſeſteem- 
J. Ted: I preſs this the rather, becauſe moſt ordi- 
re Inarily ill language is the folly. of children, and 
s; Jof weak and. paſſionate people.  _ 
12. If there be occaſion for you to ſpeak in 
any company, always be careful, if you ſpeak at 
all, to ſpeak lateſt, eſpecially if ſtrangers are in 
ompany ; for, by this means, you will have the 
advantage of knowing the ſenſe, Judgment, tem- 
der, and relations of others, which may be a 
great light and help to you in ordering your 
1 988 F. 2 | ſpeech ; 
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ſpeech; and you will better know the inclination 
of the company, and ſpeak with more advantage 
and acceptation, and with more ſecurity againſt 
giving offence. Dh Rs 


1 Be careful, that you commend not your- 
_ ſelves: it is the moſt unuſeful and ungrateful 


thing that can be; you ſhould avoid flattering of 
yourſelves, it is a ſign your reputation is ſmall 
and ſinking, if your own tongues muſt be your 
flatterers or commenders; and it is a fulſome and 
_ nnpleaſing thing for others to hear it. 
14. Abhor all foul, unclean, and obſcene 
ſpeeches; it is a ſign that the heart is corrupt, 
and ſuch kind of ſpeeches will make it worſe, it 
will taint and corrupt yourſelyes, and thofe that 
hear it, and brings diſreputation to thoſe that 
—_—_—_ PETITE CE 8 
15, Never uſe any prophane ſpeeches, nor 
make jeſts of ſcripture expreſſions; when you 
uſe the names of God, or. of Chriſt, or any paſ- 
ſages or words of the holy ſcripture, uſe them 
Vith reverence and feriouſneſs, and not lightly, 
vainly, or ſcurritouſly, for it is taking the name 
of JAG c 
16. If you hear of any unfeemly expreſſions 
uſed in religious exerciſes, you muſt be careful 
to forget and not to publiſh, or if you at all men- 
tion them, let it be with pity and ſorrow, not 
with deriſion or reproach. Om 
17. Do not upbraid any, or deride any man 
for a pious, ſtri&, or religious converſation ; for 
if he be ſincere, you diſhonour God and injure 
him: if he be an hypocrite, yet it is more than 
VOTE... . 7 5 70 


5 
you know, or if you know him to be ſuch, yet 
his external piety and ſtrictneſs is not his fault, 
but his diſſimulation and hypocriſy, and though 
his hypocrify be to be deteſted, his external 

_ piety and religion is to be commended, not 

derided. 

18. Have as litile ene as poſſible, 
with obſtinate heretics, or perſons obſtinately 
perverted in matters of religion; as. Papiſts, 
Quakers, Anabaptiſts, Antinomians, Enthuſiaſts, 
and the like: but eſpecially conyerſe not with 
them in matters of religion, for inſtead of con- 
2 them by your per ſuaſions to the truth, 

yaw: ſhall but harden them the more, and en- 

er yourſelf: they are to be dealt withal, in 

— e matters, only by perſons of great abilities: 

for a perverted, corrupted mind, and obſtinate 

ſpirit, carries in ita contagion, as infectious, and 
much more dangerous than the plague in the 
body, here their opinions meet with a young 
and weak opponent. 

And thus, children, as eat time; and my re- 

membrance, would give me leave, I have ſet 

down ſome obſervations concerning this ſubject, 

05 for your direction and practice; what is wanting 

fal yeu may abundantly ſupply, by reading. the wiſe 

en · counſels of Solomon, in his book of Proverbs. 
not Read theſe my directions often, think of them 

I eriouſſy, ** ractiſe them diligently; though 

they ſeem dude y, and ordinary things, yet you 

will find them uſeful in your converſation, which 
will be every day more evident unto you, as 


your judgment, underſtanding, and experience 


ineteaſe. F:3 - - I haye 


thoughts, which corrupt the mind, and diſorder 


<0 + 

I have but little more to write at this time, 
but to wiſh and command you to remember my 
former counſels, that J have often given you: 
begin and end the day with private prayers to 
God upon your knees, read the ſcriptures often 
and ſeriouſly, be attentive to the public worſhip 
of God in the church: keep yourſelves ſtill in 
ſome good imployment, for idleneſs is the devil's 
opportunity, and the nurſery of vain and ſinful 


the life. Let the girls take care of fuch buſi- 
neſs of my family, as is proper for them - and 
their recreations may be, walking abroad in the 


fields, in fair or froſty mornings, ſome work 


with their needle, reading of hiſtory or herbals, 
ſetting of flowers or herbs, practiſing their 
muſic; and ſuch innocent and harmleſs exerciſes: 
let the boys be diligent at their books, and when 
they have performed their tasks, I do not deny 
them ſuch recreations as may be healthy, fafe and 
harmleſs. Be you all kind and loving one to 
another, honouring your miniſter, not bitter or 
harſh to my ſervants, be reſpectful to all, bear 
my abſence anos + chearfully, and faithfully ; 
do all things 'as if I were preſent among you, 
and beheld you, for you have a greater father 
than I am, that always, and in all/places, beholds 
you and knows your hearts and thoughts : ſtudy 
to requite the love, and care, and expence. of 
your father for you, with dutifulneſs, obſer- 
vance, and obedience to him; and account it an 
honour, that God Hath given you an opportuni- 
ty in my abſence, by your care, faithfulneſs, and 
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and over "IO all. 
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( SS 2 
induſtry, t to pay ſome part of that debt, that by | 
the laws of nature and gratitude you owe unto 
me: be frangal in my famil 7 but let there be 
no want; provide conveniently for the poor that: 
come to my door. And F pray God to fill all 
your hearts witlr his grace, fear, and love; an 
let you fee the advantage and comfort of ſerving 
him; and that his bleſſing, and preſence, aud com- 
fort, and direction, and providence be with: you, 


j | 


| Tam, | 
Tour ever loving Father, 
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\To 0 one he? his 8 after ** Recorery 
from the SM aLL-Pox, 


No IR? 12 | 
LTH Suen, 5 by reaſon of che e 

neſs of your Leaſe, and the many depend- 
ents 1 Ie upon mfr I thought 4 it not conveni- 
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ont to come unto you, during your ſickneſs, yet 
I have not been wanting in my earneſt prayers. 

to almighty: God for you, nor in ukog:the beſt 
means I could for your recover. 
It hath pleaſed: God to hear my prayers 600 
you, and, above means and hopes, now to re- 
ſtore you to a competent degree of health, for 
which return unto him my humble and hearty 
thanks; and now you are almoſt ready to come 
abroad again; therefore I have thought fit to 
Write this little book to you, for. theſe reaſons: 
1. Becauſe it is not yet ſeaſonable for you to 
come to me, in reſpect of theſe ſame reaſons a- 
bove mentioned, "which hitherto have reſtrained : 
my coming to you. 
2. Becauſe at your coming abroad, you will be | 
{abje& to temptations by young and inconſider- 
att company, which, inſtead of ſerious thankful- . 
_ neſs to God for bis mercy to, you, might per- 
chance perſuade you to a vain and light jollity: 
and I thought fit to ſend you theſe lines to pre- 
vent ſuch inconſiderate impreſſions, and to meet 
you juſt at your coming abroad, to ſeaſon. you 
with more wiſe and ferious principles. 
3. Becauſe you are even now come out of a 
great and ſore viſitation; and therefore, i in all pro- 
bability, in the fitteſt temper to receive the im- 
-Previign of a ſerious epiſtle from your father. 
And Lhave choſen to put-it into this little vo- 
lune, becauſe, it is ſomewhat too long for a let- 
ter; and may be better prefer ved for your, nde ' 
fe and memory. 5 
9 — bath brought you to the very 


gates 
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er gates of death, and ſhewed you the terror and 
rs danger of it; and after that he hath ſhewn you 
t chis ſpectacle of your own mortality, he hath 
mar vel louſlſy reſcued and delivered you from that 
danger, and given you life, even from the dead, 
„ ſo that you are as a man new born. into the 
VWorld, or returned to life again, which now you 
ſeem as it were to begin: you have paſſed through 
thoſe two great diſpenſations of the divine pro- 
vidence, thoſe two great experiments, that God 
is pleaſed ſometimes to uſe towards the children 
of men; namely, correction, and deliverance, his. 
rod and ſtaff: and therefore, in all reaſonable 
conjecture, this is the moſt ſeaſonable time to give 
you a lecture upon both, and-thoſe admonitions 
which may be, render the one-and the other 
profitable unto you; and this I ſhall endeavour 
to do in theſe following lines. £195 


t. You ſhall not need to fear that I intend to 
upbraid you with the errors of: your. youth, or 
to expoſtulate with you touching them; for I do 
aſſure you I do from my heart forgive you all: 
your follies and miſcarriages; and: I do aflure 
_ myſelf that you have repented of them, and re- 
ſolved againſt them for the time to come, and 
that thereupon God almighty hath alſo fully for- 
given what is paſt; and this is a great aſſurance 
thereof to me, in that he hath ſo wonderfully 
reſtored you, and given you, as it were, a ne 
life, wherein you may obey and ſerve him bet- 
ter than ever you yet did; and therefore, if in 
this letter, there be any touches concerning 
former vanities, aſſure yourſelf, they are not 
* V 
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5 füctions are upon us, and while deliverances are 


BV paſt, we uſually forget them, count them com- 
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wary repetitions; but only neceſſary cautions a 
your future ordering ot your life. 

The buſineſs of theſe papers is principally " 
commend unto you two general remembrances, per 

and certain reſults and collections that ariſe 

from them; they are all ſeaſonable for your pre- ¶ ed, 
ſent condition, and will be of ſingular uſe and mor 
benefit to you, in the whole * uri of rect 
your life. len 

I. L would have you, a8 long as you lire, re- 1 1 
member your late ſickneſs in all its circumſtances, ¶ wo 
and theſe plain and profitable ne, and 
advices that [ariſe from it. 

II. I would have your romenber, as long as 
you live, your great deliverance, and the ſeveral , 
_ circumſtances of it, and - thoſe neceſſary. duties 
that are incumbent upon Foy: in relation there- 
| unto. 

It is evident 10 daily experience, „that while af. 


freſh, they commonly have ſome good effect u 
pon us; but as the iron is no ſooner out of the 
fire, but it quickly returns to its coldneſs, and 

hardneſs; ſo when the affliction or deliverance 


mon things, attribute them to means and ſecond 
_ cauſes; and ſo the good that mankind ſhould. 
gather from them vaniſhes, and men grow quick - 
ly to be but what they were before they came; 
their ſick- bed promiſes are forgot; when * 
hickneſs 1 is over. 
And therefore I ſhall give you an account of 
. and of * recovery; * let 
* them. 


0 


e 


1 
them never be forgotten by you; as often as 
thoſe ſpots and marks in your face are reflected 
to your view from the glaſs, as often as this pa- 


per comes in your ſight, nay, as often as you o- 


pen your eyes from ſleep, which were once cloſ- 


ed, and likely never. to open again, ſo often, and 
more often, remember your ſickneſs, and your 


* 
1 


recovery, and the admonitions that this paper 


lends you from the conſideration of bot. 


I. Therefore touching your late ſickneſs, I 


would have you remember theſe particulars; 1. 
The diſeaſe itſelf, in its own nature, is now be- 
come ordinarily yery mortal, eſpecially to thoſe 


ef your age; look upon even the laſt year's gene- 
ral bill of mortality, you will find near two thou- 
ſand dead of that diſeaſe the laſt year, and had 


not God been very merciful to you, you might 


have been one of that number, with as great like- 
lihood as any of them that died of that diſeaſe. 
2. It was a contagious diſeaſe, that ſecluded the 


acceſs of your neareſt relations. 3. Your ſickneſs 
ſurprized you upon a ſudden; when you ſeemed 


to be in your full ſtrength. 4. Your ſickneſs ren- 


dered you noiſome to yourſelf, and to all that 
were about you, and a ſpectacle full of deformity, 
by the exceſs of your diſeaſe beyond molt that 


are ſick thereof. 5. Tt was a fierce and violent 


ſickneſs ; it did not only take away the common 


ſupplies of nature, as digeſtion, ſleep, ſtrength, 


but it took away your memory, your underſtand» 


ing, and the very ſenſe of your own condition, 


or of what might be conducible to your g 1 
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all that you could do, was only to make your 
condition more deſperate, in caſe they that were 
about you had not prevented it, and taken more 
care for you, than you did or could for your- 
ſelf. 5. Your ſickneſs was ate,. inſomuch 
that your ſymptoms, and the violence of your 
diſtemper, were without example; and you were 
in the next degree to abſolute rottenneſs, Parte 
faction, and death itſelf. BEI 

Look upon the foregoing deſcription, and re- 
member bs ſuch was your candition ; you were 
as fad a picture of mortality, and corruption, as 
any thing but death itſelf could make: remem- 
ber it; and remember alſo, theſe enſuing inſtruc; 
tions, that may make that remembrance profits 


1. Remember that! allicion tomeni'n not forth 
« of the duſt, nor doth trouble ſpring out of 
e the ground, 5 Job v. 6. But this terrible viſt- 
tation was ſent to you from the wiſe over - ruling 
providence of God; it is he that bringeth down WW 
to the grave, and bringech up again. It is true, I © 
that this diſeaſe may ſeem common, but you may, ſW ® 
and muſt know, that there was more than the . 
common hand of Ged in ſending it upon you, 0 
in ſuch. a manner, and ſuch a meaſure, and at Il © 
tuch a ſeaſon, when you were grown up to a 4 
competent age and degree of underſtanding, to I © 
make a due aſe of it, that you might ſee his ju- d 
- tice in afflicting you, and his goodneſs in deli: hr 
vering you from ſuch a danger. 
2. Remember that almighty God is of moſt 
infinite wiſdom, jultice, and mercy, he hath ex- 
om 
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cellent ends in all his diſpenſations of his provi- 
dence: he never ſends an affliction, but it brings 
a meſſage with it, his rod has a voice command- 


ing us to ſearch and try our ways, and to exa- 
mine ourſelves whether there hath. not been 


ſome great ſin againſt him, or neglect of duty to 


him; a voice commanding us to repent of what 


is amiſs,” to humble gurſclves under his mighty 
hand, to turn to him that ſtriketh us, to ſeek to 
him by prayer for deliverance, to depend upon 


him by faith; in his mercy and power to amend 
what is amiſs, to be more watchful, circumſpect, 


and obedient to him; in the future courſe of our 
lives, to fear to offend him; and if a man hear 
this voice, God hath his end of mercy and good- 

neſs, and man hath the fruit, benefit, and adyan- 
tage of his affliction, and commonly a comfor- 
table iſſue of it: read often and attentively the 
33d chapter of Job, from the beginning to the 
3. Remember how uncertain, and frail a crea- 
ture man is, even in his ſeeming ſtrongeſt age 


and conſtitution of health ;, even then a peſti- 


lential air, ſome evil humour in his blood, ſome 
obſtruction, it may be, of a little vein -or ar- 
tery, a little meat ill digeſted, and a, thouſand. 
mall occurrences may, upon a ſudden, without 


any conſiderable warning, plunge a man into a 


deſperate and mortal ſickneſs, and bring a man 
to the graye. Remember this terrible ſickneſs 
ſeized upon you ſuddenly, pulled down your | 
-tretgth quickly, and brought you to the very 
brink of the grave: and though: God: hath re- 
F- TN y JJ . an 
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covered you, you know not how ſoon you may 
be brought into the like condition. 


4. Remember therefore, that you make and 
keep peace with God, and walk in his fear in the 
days of health, eſpecially after ſo great a delive- 
rance; and that for many reaſons. 1. You know 
not whether you may not be overtaken with 
ſudden death, and then it will be impoſſible for 
you to begin that work. 2. If you have ſickneſs 


to give you warning of the approach of death, 


yet you know not whether that fickneſs may not 


ſuddenly take away your ſenſes, memory, un- 
 derſtanding, whereby you may be diſabled to 


make your peace with God, or to exerciſe any 


ſerious thoughts concerning it. 3. But if chat 


ſickneſs give you fair warning, and take, not a- 
way your underſtanding, yet your own experi- 


ence cannot chuſe but jet you know, that pain, 


and weakneſs, and diſtraction of mind, and im- 
patience, and, unquietneſs, are the common at- 
tendants of a ſick bed, and. xender that ſeaſon, 


at leaſt very difficult, then to begin that great- 
eſt, and ſolemneſt, and moſt important buſineſs 
ol a man's life, 4. But if your fickneſs be not 
ſo ſharp, but that it leaves you patience, and at- 
tention of mind for that great buſineſs, how do 
you know whether your heart ſhall be inclined to 
it? Repentance and converſion to God is his gift, 
though it muſt be our endeavour: and though 
the merciful God never refuſeth a repenung, 


returning offender; yet, how can a man that, all 


the time of his health, hath -negle&ed- a 
uſts 
and 


God, refuſed his invitations, and ſerved his 


- 
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and bis fin, expect reaſonably, that God in the 


time of ſickneſs, when the man can ſerve his fins 


no longer, will * him the grace of ag 
. tance ?! 
Whatever you do therefore, be ſure you 

make your peace with God, and keep it in the 
days of your health, eſpecially after ſo great a 


deliverance from ſo deſperate a ſickneſs. 


5. Remember your condition is neyer ſo low, 


but that God hath power to deliver you, and 


therefore truſt in him: but remember withal, 


that your condition is never ſafe and ſecure, but 


you are within the reach of his power to bring 


you down. You are now, by the mercy of God, 


recovered from a terrible ſickneſs; think not 
with yourſelf that your turn is now ſerved, and 
that you ſhall have no more need of him, and 
therefore that you may live as you liſt, and ne- 


ver regard your duty to him; deceive not your- 


ſelf herein, remember that this ſickneſs, within 
two or three days, brought you upon your 
knees even from a ſeeming ſtate of health: the 


caſe is the ſame, ſtill, nay; much worſe, if this af- 


fliction make you not better; almighty God cal- 


led you to +a and ſerve, and obey bim, by the 
ſtill voice of his word, by the perſuaſion of your 
friends,.by the advices and: reproofs of your fa- 


ther; and when theſe were not ſo effectual, as - 
know you now wiſh they had been, he ſent a 
meſſenger that ſpake . louder, that would be 


heard, even this terrible ſickneſs ; and moſt cer- 
rainly, if you have heard the voice of this rod, 


as 6 Jram opera you _ and thereupon entire · 
8 10 ; 


8 A ns by thus 
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ly turned to your duty to God in all ſincerity 
and obedience, it is the happieſt providence that 


ever befel you; and yon will, upon ſound con- 


viction, conclude with the prophet, „It was 


good for me that I was afflited.” But on the 


other fide, if notwithſtanding. this voice of the 
rod, you ſhall after your recovery turn again 
to folly, and vayity, and exceſs, and harden your- 
ſelf againſt this meſſenger; know for certain, 


you are within the reach of the divine juſtice 


and power; “and if you walk contrary to him, 
« he will walk contrary to you, and puniſh you 


vet feyen times for your ſins,” Levit. 26. 24. 
I therefore give you that counſel, that our 
| Lord gave. to him that he had healed, * Behold | 


© thou art made whole, go thy way and ſin no 


« more, left a worſe thing befal thee.” There 


is no conteſting with almighty God, he is ready 


and eaſy to be reconciled to the worſt af men, 
upon humiliation and true repentance, but he is 


not to be maſtered or conquered by obſtinacy 


and oppoſition: “ Who hath hardened Ae 


« againſt him and proſpered ?” Job g. 5 
6. 1 would have you remember, that Beke 
as well as death, doth undeceive mankind, and 


ſhews them where their true wiſdom lies; when 
a young man, eſpecially, is in the full career of 
his vanity and pleaſure, he thinks that religion, 
and the fear of God, and walking according to 
his word and the ſerious practice of duties of re- 
ligion towards God, prayer unto him, making 
our peace with him, are pitiful, low, fooliſh, 
and inconſiderable matters ; and that thoſe that 
9 1 


1 


practiſe them, are a ſort of brain-ſick, melancholy, 
unintelligent perſons, that want wit or breeding, 
and underſtand not themſelves or the world; 


that they are mere empty fancies and imagina- 
tions, whimſies, Puritaniſm, and I know not what 


elſe; but on the other ſide, they think they are 
brave men that live ſplendidly, deny themſelves 


no pleaſure, can drink, and roar, and whore and 


debanch, and wear the new faſhions ; it may be, 
this gallant or wiſe man comes to be taken with 
a fit of ſickneſs, that tells him he muſt die, death 


is at the door, his glaſs is almoſt out, and but a 


few ſands left in it; and then the man becomes 


quite of another judgment, he eries out of his 
former fooliſnneſs, he finds his pleaſures, and 


mtemperance, and. exceſs, are not only perfect 
follies, but madneſs, vexation, torment; and re- 
ligion, and prayer to God, and devotion, and 
peace with God, they are now in requeſt ; and 


ſo now nothing But declamations againſt thoſe | 
courſes, which in his health, he valued as the 


only wiſdom ; and nothing but promiſes of a- 
mendment,. and reformation of life, and devo- 
tion to God; ſo ſickneſs hath undeceived the 
man, and given him a true and rectified judg- 
ment concerning wiſdom and folly, quite con- 


trary to what he. had. before. Therefore $ 
would have you to recollect yourſelf, and if the 


violence of your diſeaſe left you at any time the 


uſe of your, reaſon, bethink yourſelf, what o- 
Pinion you then had of intemperance, waſting of 


time, unlawful luſt, or any of thoſe fins that for- 
Oy Pleaſed you in your health, whether they 
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Aid not appear to you in your ſickneſs, very vain, fo 
fooliſh, vexing things, ſuch as you wiſhed never ca 
. to have been committed: and on the other ſide; tit 
what opinion you had in your ſickneſs touching ne 
=  Piety towards God, hearing of his word, calling in 
upon his name, redeeming of time, modeſty, I pl 
=_— temperance; whether thoſe actions of your life bi 
1 paſt, that ſavoured of theſe, were not comforta- th 
| ble, and contenting to you in your ſickneſs ; whe- th 
ther your purpoſes, and promiſes, and reſoluti- WW lis 


ons of your ſick-bed, prere not full of ſuch tb 
thoughts as theſe: If it pleaſe God to recover is 
me, I will never be ſuch a fool as T had been: 1 m 
will never drink to exceſs, miſpend my time; I tt 
will never keep ſuch evil company as I have ee 
done; I wilt be more devout towards God, more W 0! 

obedient to his word, more obſervant of good W 4 

counſel ; and the like; and if you find it to be MW V 

ſo, I muſt deſire you to remember, that afſlicti- t 
on is the ſchool of wiſdom, it rectifies mens judg- V 


ments: and J muſt again deſire you to keep your 1 © 
judgment right ſtill, and let not the recovery of u 
your health become the loſs of your wits; but in b 
your health retain that wiſdom your ſickneſs b 
taught you, and practiſe what you then promiſ- ©: 


ed: Remember he is the wiſeſt man that pro- 
e yides for his latter end, Deut. 32. 29. 
7. Remember by your former ſickneſs, how u 
pitiful an inconſiderable thing the body of man Y © 
is; how ſoon is the ſtrength of it turned to faint- P 
nels, god weakneſs, the beauty of it to uglineſs nun 
- and deformity, the conſiſtency of it to putrefac- 
tion and rottenneſs? and then remember hoy | d. 
1 | "EE" Rel 7 _ fooliſh 
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fooliſh” a thing i it is, to be proud of ſuch a car- 


caſe, to ſpend all, or the greateſt. part of our 
time in trimming and adorning it; in ſtudying 
new faſhions, and devices to ſet it out ; in ſpend- 
ing our time and proviſions 1 in pampering it, in 
pleaſing the appetite; and yet this is the chief 
buſineſs of moſt young men of this age: learn 
therefore humility and lowlineſs; learn to furniſh 
thy noble and immortal part, thy foul, with re- 
ligion, grace, knowledge, virtue, goodneſs, for 
that will retain it to eternity. How miſerable 
is that man's condition, that, whilſt ſickneſs hath 
made his body a. deformed, weak loathſome 
hive, ſin hath made his ſoul as ugly and deform- 
ed: the grave will heal or cover the deformity | 


of the former, but the foul will carry its ulcers ' 


and deformity, without repentance, into the next 
world: learn and remember therefore, to have 
thy greateſt care for thy nobleſt part, furniſh it 
with piety, grace, knowledge, the fear and love 


of God, faith in Chriſt: and as for thy body, 


uſe it decently, ſoberly and comely, that it may 


be a fit inſtrument for thy ſoul to uſe in this life, 


but be not proud of it, nor make it thy chiefeſt 
care'and buſineſs to adorn, much leſs to defile it. 


8. Remember to avoid intemperance and ſin- 
ful laſts; it is true, ſickneſs and diſeaſes, and fi- 


nally death, are} by the laws and conſtitutions. of 
our nature; incident to all mankind ; but intem- 
perance, exceſs of eating and drinking; drunken- 
neſs, whoring, uncleanneſs, and diforder, bring 
more diſeaſes, eſpecially upon young men, and 
deſtroy more young, RE: de men, than ' 
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thoſe diſeaſes, and that impotency that theſe vices 
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FF 
tlie plague, or other natural or accidental dif- 
tempers; they weaken the brain, corrupt the 
blood, decay and diſtemper the ſpirit; diſorder 
and putrify the humours, and make the body a 
very bag full of putrefaction; ſome diſeaſes are; 
as it were, ſpecifical, and appropriate to theſe 
vices; other diſeaſes are commonly occaſioned by 
them, by their inflammation and putrefaction of 
the blood and humours: and all difeaſes, even 
thoſe that are epidemical, natural, or caſual, yet 
are rendered by thoſe vices far more ſharp, laſt- 
ing. malignant, and incurable, by that ſtock of 
_ corrupted: matter that lodge in the body to feed 


bring upon nature to reſiſt them; therefore if 
you ever expect to have, as well a ſound body, 
as a ſound mind, carefully avoid intemperance 0 
and debauchery; the moſt remperate and ſober I G5 
perſons are ſubject to fickneſs, weakneſs, and diſ - 
caſes, but the intemperate can never be long Ill ( 
without them. 1 N os. 


And thus I have done with the proſpect of- a1 
your diſeaſe, and at leaſt many of thoſe profita- ta 
ble uſes you may gather from the remembrance: | 


II. I ſhall now, in the ſecond place, put you I n. 
in remembrance of your deliverance; touching 
which you muſt remember. 1. That it was a in 
great, eminent, and extraordinary deliverance ;. h. 
you need no other evidence of it, than by look- y. 

ing back upon the greatneſs and ſeverity of your 
diſeaſe before · mentioned. 2. It was a deliverance: r. 
by the immediate power and mercy of that God 


chat ſent you. the viſitation. Una 


— 


6 

na eademque manus vulnts opemque tulit. If 
you had been delivered by the immadiate effica- 
cy of means, yet you, are blind. if you ſee not, 
that the efficacy of means depends upon the pro- 
vidence of God, it is he that provides it, and that 
makes the means effectual. But in this deliver- 
_ ance, God hath pleaſed to hedge up, as it were, 
your way from attributing it to means, and hath 
given you an indication, that it was done by his 
own immediate power, and that he delivered you 
above, and beyond means; it is true, you had a 
very able and careful phyſician, and very great 
attendance and care was uſed about you; but 
when your phyſici ician, and all that were about 
you, began to deſpair of your recovery, When 
means proved ineffectual; when the ſtrength of 
nature was exhauſted and baffled by your diſeaſe, 
God almighty, upon a ſudden, and beyond ex- 
pectation, relieved you; and, as it were by his 
own hand, brought you back from the very 
threſhold of the grave: and this he did, that you, 
and all about you, and all your relations might 
take notice of it, that it was he that did it. 

And thus almighty God hath exerciſed to- 
wards you, two great experiments; the firſt of 
his ſeverity; the ſecond of his mercy: and as 
your ſickneſs and rod had its voice, a loud and 
ſharp voice, ſo your recovery and deliverance 
hath its voice; and 1 will, as ſhortly as] can, tell 
you what it is. _ 

1. Remember this benegt; a it was. 
reached out unto 8 from 5 mere 1 
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goodneſs, and' mercy of God: remember ever.. | " 


more, in your heart and ſoul, to be thankful to al 
him for it: remember as long as you live, upon | * 
all occaſions, to acknowledge it; daily to return | © 
upon your knees humble thanks for it, to him 1 
that had regard to you, and remembered you in * 
your low eſtate; to him that forgave your in- 10 
iquities, and healed your diſeaſe; to him that did  _ 


this for you, when all means failed; that did it 
for you, when you had not the underſtanding to 5 
call upan him for it; to him that did it for you, 


that deſerved it not, for you that had provoked de 
him, and neglected him in the time of your I n 
health. This God it was that delivered you; '*: 
read often the 103 Pſalm attentively, and apply 0 
it to your condition, it will do you good. _ 
2. Remember to acknowledge this goodneſs © '*: 
of God with all humility; your deliverance was G 
not the purchaſe of your own power, nor of 12 
your own deſert, it was an act of the free un- FY 
deſerved goodneſs of God; what almighty God F _ 
faid by Moſes unto the Iſraelites, Deut. 9. 4, 6. 0 
I ſhall ſay to you with ſome variation: under- are 
ſtand therefore that the Lord thy God hath not I | 
given thee this deliverance for thy righteouſ- I ſor 
neſs; no, it is the mere effect of his own good- | v 
neſs, and to give you opportunity to praiſe him, 18 
and ſerve him better than ever you did before. a 
3. Remember, that although great deliyer- me 
ances require your great acknowledgements, Par 
yet there is ſomewhat more required; namely, - 
a real, practical glorifying of God, by ordering me 


your converſation a right, by ſerving him, pleaſ- 
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ing him, obeying him, living to » his honour : this 
almighty God expects as well as praiſes, and 
acknowledgments : as the end of God in afflictions 
is to make men better, ſo the end of God in de- 


Jiverances is to make men better; and if we are 


not the better men by both diſpenſations, we do 
as much as in us lies, diſappoint almighty God in 
his deſign, and diſappoint ourſelves of the benefit 


and ad vantage intended in both, and eaſily to be 
gained by both. This therefore is the voice of 


this deliverance, it calls ſweetly, and gently in - 


deed, but earneſtly and effectually for amend- 


ment of lite: and that upon two great and mov- 


ing arguments. 


1. Your recovery, and great deliverance, calls 


for this from you, upon the account of common 
ingenuity and 
to be obſervant and dutiful to his benefactor: 
God almighty is the greateſt benefactor, and 
hath manifeſted himſelf ſuch to you, upon a vi- 
ſible eminent account ; this isengagement enough 


upon the account of common humanity, to be 
dutiful and obedient to him; when therefore you 


are at any time, by the remptation of your own 


corruption, or by the ſolicitation” of evil per- 
ſons, ſolicited to evil actions; conſider thus with 
yourſelf, is this a becoming return to that God, 


that hath thus wonderfully delivered me? is this 


the requital that J ſhall make to him for his 
' mercy ? ſhall I pleaſe a vain luſt, or a vain com- 
panion, and diſpleaſe the great God of heaven 
and earth, that hath thus delivered me, and done 
me more good than all the world could ever do 


me, 


nature, which obli geth a man 
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me, or than I can ever recompenſe? Do ye thus 
« requite the Lord, O ye fooliſh people, and 


« unwiſe? is not he thy Father that hath bought 


„ thee? hath he not made thee, and eltabliſhed 
« thee?” Deut. 33. 6. > 


2, This mercy calls for your e to 
God, in an eminent manner upon the account 


of common prudence and diſcretion ; the benefit 
of your obedience of him will be your own, your 


own happineſs in this life, and in that to come; 


there is no greater moral ſecurity againſt future 


dangers and troubles, than obedience and refor- 


mation of life, upon great deliverances received; 


nor is there any greater invitation of new trou- 


bles and miſchiefs, than ingrati itude, diſobedience, 
and great ſins after great mercies and deliver - 


ances; there is a kind of certain and infallible 


connexfon between great fins, after great mer- 
cies received, and great judgments to follow, In- 


gentia beneficia, ingentia peccata ſupplicia. A- 
gain, as I have formerly told you, you do not 
know how ſoon you may ſtand in need of the 
fame mercy and goodnefs of God, which you 


have formerly found; you are never out of the 


reach of his power, and the neceſſity of his help; 
whatever you do therefore, never diſoblige him 
by whom you live, and wlioſe extraordinary 
mercy you may ſtand in need of, you know not 
how ſoon; there is nothing in the world doth 
more provoke God, than neglect, forgetfulneſs, 


or wilful 1 aſter ſignal mercies; theſe 
provoke the, merciful God to a ſeverity of the 
hi Sheſt kind, becauſe the ſweeteſt and molt oblig- 


ing 
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ing call of mercy and deliverance is neglected; 
read the firſt chapter of the proverbs atten. 
tively. 2 5 ke 
And the merciful God hath given us a plain 

rule and method, how he may be ſer ved, obeyed, 
and pleaſed ; he hath given us a plain diſcovery 
of his will in the ſcriptures of both teſtaments; 
read that often, you have it by you, and you need 
not go far to find what is your Maker's will, and 
what that obedience is, that he requires as the 
return of this, and all other his mercies; yet I 
think it not amiſs to mind you of ſome parti- 
culars, that may be uſeful for yeu upon this oce 
caſion, and to direct you how particularly to im- 
prove it, and fo order your future life in ſome 
meaſure anſwerable to it. 0 Re, 

1. I would have you make it your firſt buſi- 
neſs, after your recovery, to conſider the courſe 
of your life paſt, ſince you came to the age of 
diſcretion, and ſee what hath been amiſs in it; 
whether you have not neglected religion, and the 
duties of it too much, as prayer, hearing the 
word preached, obſerving the Lord's day, re- 

ceiving the ſacrament; whether you have not 
been guilty of intemperance, exceſs of drinking, 
wantonneſs, uncleanneſs, idleneſs, miſpending 
your time, and thoſe ſupplies which have been 
allowed for your maintenance; whether you + 
have not too much delighted in vain, and ſinful, 
and diforderly company, vanity and expence in 
apparel ; and if any ſuch, or the like faults have 
been, repent of them, be ſorry for them, reſolve 
againſt them: and let the future courſe of your 


H DOS life. 


life be amended in relation thereunto; I have 
before told you, that your heavenly father hath 
1 you, and I have forgiven you, neither 
do J mention theſe things to upbraid you for 
them, but that you, upon he confideration of 
what hath been amiſs, may be thereby the bet- 
ter enabled to reQify and ſet in order your fu- 
ture life; if this be done and practiſed I will 
reckon your late ſickneſs and diſtemper one of 
the greateſt bleſſings that ever befel you. 
2. I would have you always keep a habit of 
the fear of God upon your heart ; conſider his 
preſence, order your life as in his preſence; 
conſider that he always fees you, beholds and 
takes notice of you, and eſpecially whether you 
carry yourſelf anſwerable to this great deliver- 
ance; it is one of thoſe talents for which he will 
expect an account from youũu]] .. 
23. I would have you frequently and thankful- 
ly conſider of the great love of God in Jeſus 
Chriſt, whom he hath given to be the inſtructor 
and governor, and ſacrifice for the ſins of you 
and all mankind; through whom, upon repen- 
tance, you have aſſurance of the remiſſion of 
your fins, and eternal life; and frequently con- 
' fider how great an engagement this is upon you, 
and all mankind, to live according to ſuch a hope 
and ſuch a mercy, „ 
4. I would have you every morning read a 
portion of the holy ſcriptures, till you have read 


the bible from the beginning to the end: ob- 


ſerve it well, read it reverently and attentively, 
ſet your heart upon it, and lay it up in your 


memory, 


memory, and make it the direction of your life? 
it will make you a wiſe and a good man: I have 
been acquainted ſomewhat with men and books, 
and have had long experience in learning, and 
in the world: there is no book like the bible 
for excellent learning, wiſdom and uſe, and.it is 
want of underſtanding in them, that think or 
ſpeak otherwiſe. 3 
5. Every morning and every evening upon 
your knees, with all reverence and attention of 


; mind, return hearty thanks to God for his mer- 
cy to you, and particularly for this deliverance, 
deſire his grace to enable you to walk in ſome 
l meaſure anſwerable to it; beg his providenge to 
protect you, his grace to direct you, to keep you 
0 from evil ations, and evil per ſons, and evil oc- 
currences; beg his pardon for your ſin, and the 
| continuance of his favour ; always concluding 
„vith the Lord's prayer. 8 
6. Obſerve conſcionably the Lord's day to 
: keep it holy, avoid idle company, idle diſcourſe, 


recreations, and ſecular imployments upon that 
t day, reſort twice that day to the public prayers 
and ſermon, come early to it, be attentive at it, 


8 and keep your eyes and mind from roving after 
x Jain thoughts or objefts; ſpend the reſt of that 


day, that is free from neceflary occaſions, in 
reading the fcriptures, or ſome good books of 
divinity. 1 1 
7. Once every term, at leaſt, come prepared- 
y and reverently to the holy communion, re- 
ceive it with great reverence and thankfulneſs 
and due conſideration 1 the end of its inſtituti- 
I Is on: 
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on: renew your covenant with almighty God, 
that you made in baptiſm, and to live foberly, 
righteouſly, and godly before him, and beg his 
grace and ſtrength to per ferm it. N 


And as thoſe directions before, do more ſpeci. 


ally relate to almighty God, and your deport- 


ment immediately towards him; ſo theſe that 


follow, more eſpecially relate to yourſelf and o- 


thers, and your moral converſation. I herefore, 
3. Be very moderate in eating and drinking; 


_ drunkenneſs is the great vice of the time; and 
by drunkenneſs, I do mean, not only groſs drun- 
kenneſs, but alſo tipling, drinking exceſſively of 


immoderately, or more than is convenient and 


neceſſary; avoid thoſe companies that are given 
do it, come not into thoſe places that are devoted 


to that beaſtly vice; namely, taverns and ale- 
houſes; avoid and refuſe thoſe devices that are 
uſed to occaſion it, as drinking and pledging of 
healths: be reſolute againſt it, and when your 
reſolution is once known, you will never be gol. 


licited to it. The Rechabites were commanded 
by their father not to drink wine, and they obey- 


ed it, and had a bleſſing for it; my command to 


you is not ſo ſtrict, I allow you the moderate uſe 
of wine and ſtrong drink at your meals, I only 
forbid you the exceſs, or the unneceſſary uſe ol 
it, and thoſe places and companies, and artifice: 
that are temptations to it, „ 


1 


9. Avoid wanton and laſcivious actions, ſpeech: 


es, and company: read Proverbs 2. 5, 6, 7, 9 


A whore hunts for- the precious life of a man, 


and that vice brings a ruin with it to the ſou), 
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body, and eſtate: if you cannot conveniently 
contain yourſelf in a ſingle life, and be of com- 


petent health, marry, but with the advice and 


counſel: of your father, while he lives. 


' 10. Be frugal of your time, it is one of che 


beſt jewels we have; and to that end avoid idle- 
neſs, it eonſumes your time, and lays you open 


to worſe inconveniences ; let your recreations be 
healthy, and creditable, and moderate, without 
too much expence of time, or money: go not 
to tage · plays, they are the moſt profuſe waſting 
of time; value time by that eſtimate we would 


have of i it, when we want it; what would not a 
ſick man give for thoſe portions of time, of health, 


that he had formerly improvidently waſted? 
11. Be diligent in your ſtudy and calling: it is 
an act of duty to almighty God that requires it, 


and it will be your wiſdom and benefit; it will 
be a good expence of time, a prevention from a 


thouſand inconveniences and temptations that 


otherwiſe will befall a man; it will furniſh you 


with knowledge and underſtanding, give you the 
advantage and means of a comfortable and plen- 
tiful ſubſiſtence, and make you a ſupport, com- 


fort, and benefit to your friends and country. 


12. Be frugal in your expences, live NO 


the- compaſs of that exhibition that God's 


vidence, and your father's abilities ſhall 3 8 
vou withal; it is enough to maintain an honeſt 
provident man, and ten times more will not be 


enough to a profuſe mind; a frugal man will live 


W and plentifuliy upon a little, and a 
3 Profuſe 


1 7 
profuſe man will live beggarly, neceſſitouſly, and 
in continual want, whatever his ſupplies be. 


1 In all your expences, conſider before hand; 
can I not be well enough without this that T am 


about to buy? is there an abſolute neceſſity of 
it! can I not forbear till J am in a better condi- 


tion to compaſs it ? if I buy or borrow, can I pay? 
and when? and am I ſure? will this expence 
hold out? how ſhall I bring about the next quar- 
ter, or the next year? If young men would but 
have the patience to conſider, and aſk themſelves 
queſtions of the like nature, it would make them 
_ conſiderate in their expences, provident for the 
future; and theſe conſiderations will, in a ſpecial 
manner, concern you, in reſpect of your father's 
great expences for you, which, though I have 
forgiven, and forgotten, I would have you re- 
member with gratitude and caution. 

14. The vanity of. young men in loving fine 
cloaths, and new faſhions, and valuing them- 
| ſelves by them, is one of the moſt childiſh pieces 
of folly that can be, and the occaſion of great 
profuſeneſs and undoing of young men ; avoid 
curioſity and too much expenſiveneſs in your ap- 
parel: Jet your apparel be comely, plain, decent, 
cleanly, not curious or coſtly ; it is the ſign of a 
weak head-peice, to be ſick for every new faſhion, 
or to think himſelf the better in 1t, or the worſe 
without it. 

15. Be careful what company you conſort 
with, and much more careful what perſons you 
grow intimate with; chooſe ſober, wiſe, learn- - 
ed, honelt, religious company; you wy gain 

carl- * 


learning and wiſdom, and' improve yourſelf ir 
virtue and goodneſs by converſing with them : 
but avoid debauched, fooliſh, intemperate, pro- 
digal, atheiſtical, profane company, as you would: 
avoid a plague; they will corrupt and undo you, 
they are a ſort of the moſt pitiful fools in the 
world, and familiar acquaintance and converſati- 
on with them, will endanger to make you like 
them. „ e 
16. Weigh and conſider your words before 
you ſpeak them, and do not talk at random, or 
at a venture; let your words be few, and to 
the purpoſe, be more ready to hear others than 
to ſpeak yourſelf; accuſtom yourſelf to ſpeak 
leiſurely, and deliberately, it will be a means to 
make you ſpeak warily and conſiderately. 
17 Be very careful to ſpeak truth, and be- 
ware of lying; as lying is diſpleaſing to God, ſo 
it is offenfive to man, and always, at the latter 
end, returns to the reproach or diſad vantage of 
him that uſeth it; it is an evidence of a weak 
and unmanly mind. Be careful that you believe 
not haſtily ſtrange news and ſtories, and be much 
more careful that you do not report them, 
though at the ſecond hand; for if it prove an 
untruth, as commonly ſtrange ſtories prove fo, 
it brings an imputation of levity upon him that 
reports it, and poſſibly ſome diſadvantage to o- 
_— 0; no $4 
18. Take heed what you promiſe, ſee that it 
be juſt, and honeſt, and lawful, and what is in 
your. power, honeſtly, and certainly to perform: 
and when you have ſo promiſed, be true to ch 
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word. It is, for the moſt part, the faſhion of in- 
conſiderate and young men, eſpecially that run 
in debt, they will, with great aſſeverations, pro- 
miſe preciſe payment at this day, or that day, 
when either they certainly know they cannot 
perform, or at leaſt have no probable aſſurance 
that they can do it; and when their turn is ſer- 
ved, they are as backward in performance, as 
they were before lideral in their promiſes. Breach 
of promiſes, and lying, are much of a nature, 
and commonly go together, and are arguments 
of an impotent and unmanly mind. 
19. Beware of gaming, it is the ſuddeneſt con · 
ſumption of an eſtate that can be, and that vice 
ſeldom goes alone; commonly debauchery of all 
kinds accompanies it; beſides, it makes a man of 
a wild, vaſt, and unſettled mind; and ſuch men 
are impatient of an honeſt calling, or of mode- 
rate or honeſt gain, 

20. Run not in debt, 8 for wares fold. or 
money borrowed; be content to want things that 
are not of abſolute neceſſity, rather than to run 
upon the ſcore; ſuch a man pays, at the latter 
end, one third part more than the principal comes 
to, and is in perpetual ſervitude to his creditors, 
lives uncomfortably, is neceſſitated to increaſe: 

his debts, to.ſtop his creditors mouths, and . 

times falls into deſparate courſes. 
211. Be reſpectful to all, familiar and intimate 
with few, be grateful to your benefactors, eſpe- 
cially to thoſe who, under God, were inſtru- 
mental for your good, in your late ſickneſs, and 
return your thanks to. them, to your * 

| that 
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that ſpared no coſt for your recovery; to your” 
doctor that was exceedingly diligent about you; to 


thoſe that attended you in your ſickneſs; to thoſe 


chat, together with your father, often prayed to 


God for your recovery, and for a bleſſing upon 


this affliction, whoſe names you ſhall, in due time, 


particularly know; but, above all, to almighty 


God, who not only provided and bleſſed the 
means, but ſaved, and delivered you above all 
means, and when means failed.  __ 


22, Laſtly, I ſhall conclude with one advice 


more, without the obſervance whereof, my la- 
bour in writing this long epiſtle will be probably 
fruitlefs: be not wiſe in your own conceit, this 


is the unhappy error, and many times the ruin 
of young men eſpecially; they are uſually raſh, 


giddy, and inconſiderate, and yet extremely con- 


fident of that which they have leaſt reaſon to 
truſt: namely, their own underſtanding, which 
renders them moſt reſerved from them that are 
willing and beſt able to adviſe them, impatient of 


reproof, love to be flattered, and fo become un- 


capable of good and wife counſel, till their fol- 
lies have reduced them to extreme ſtraits and _ 


inconveniences; ſuſpe&t therefore your own 


judgment: adviſeoften with your father, efpecial- 


ly in all things of moment; be glad of counfel, 


and be contented and willing to follow it, and to 
guide your life according to it; at leaſt till ripe- 


neſs of age, obſervation, and experience have 


enabled you to adviſe yourſelf: this is an eaſy, 
and ready, and cheap way of attaining wiſdom, 


and avoiding infinite inconveniences © 
And thus I have, in this long epiſtle, given 
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you the means how you may improve both your 


own ſickneſs, and recovery, to the glory of God, 


and your own benefit, 
I ſhall therefore conclude with, two conſidera- 


tions, that may the more engage you to this uſe 


of both theſe diſpenſations. 

1. The danger is great, if afflictions make not 
a man more humble and dutiful; and the dan- 
ger is yet greater, if any great deliverances and 


mercies do not make a man more thankful and o- 
bedient to God; becauſe it is the moſt obliging 
method that the gracious God can uſe towards 


the children of men for that end, in this life: 


and the neglect of that invitation adds ingratitude 1 


and contempt to the neglect of it. 

2. The benefit that yon will receive by mak- 
ing a good uſe of theſe two diſpenſations, in im- 
proving your dutifulneſs and obedience to God, 


will be fangular and excellent. 1. It will make 
you a wiſe man, by making you a good and a re- 


ligious man: believe it from your father who 


will not deceive you; nay, believe it from a grea- 
ter than your father, the very Spirit of truth, 
who cannot deceive you; the true fear of God, 

is the only true wiſdom :- read Deut. 4. 6. Job. 


28. 28. Pſal. 111. 10. Prov. 1. 7. Prov. 9. 10. 
Eccleſ. 12. 13. and very many more declarag- 5 
ons there are of this great truth. 2. It will 


make you a happy man, it will give a the fa- 


your and love of God, which is better than lite 


itſelf : you ſhall have his mercy to pardon you, 


his providence to protect you, his wiſdom to di- 


rect hi goodneſs to bleſs you, and to for- 
| % give 
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give and forget whatſoever hath heretofore been 
done amiſs by you; this will make all conditions 


comfortable to you: whether life or death, ſick- 


neſs or health: by this means you may be a com- 

fort to your father, a ſupport to your brothers 
and ſiſters, an inſtrument of good to your coun- 
try, and attain an honeſt, creditable and compe- 


tent ſubſiſtence in this world, and an everlaſting 


inheritance of glory and immortality in the world 


to come. 


Thus I have given you a large letter of ſound 
and good counſel: ſet your heart to it, and ob- 


ſerve and remember it: we ſee how unſtable our 
lives are, you nor I know not how ſoon, either, 


or both of us may leave this world: it may be, 


this may be the laſt paper of advice that your 


father may give you; but however it ſhall pleaſe 
God to deal with you or me, touching our con- 


tinuance in this world, yet let me leave this with 
you, in the cloſe of this letter; if I ſhall find that 
. theſe directions are dutifully obſerved, I ſhall be 


ready, from time to time, freely to adviſe and 


direct you: and as I have paſſed by your former 
extravagancies, ſs I ſhall thereby have great aſ- 


ſurance, that God hath bleſſed this viſitation to 


you. But on the other fide, if I ſhall find that 
you negle& my counſels, that you make light of 


them, that you ſtilt purſue thoſe courſes, that will 


certainly be bitterneſs in the end, I muſt then 


[ 


tell you, I ſhall pray for you, and be ſorry for 


you with my heart ; but I ſhall not eaſily be per- 
ſuaded to give you any more advices or counſels, 
where Ifind them deſpiſed or neglected. In this 

e e 
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paper there are many things omitted, which 
might have been inſerted ; but the conſtant rea- 
ding of the holy ſcriptures: will ſupply unto you 
that defect; I have choſen, only in this paper, to 
mention ſuch things which are ſeaſonable to 
you upon this occaſion. God almighty hath not 
been wanting to you in admonition, correction, 
mercy and deliverance ; neither hath your father 
been wanting to you in education, counſel, care, 
and expence; I pray God almighty bleſs all unto 
Fw. 4 This is the Prayer of, 


e 


Your loving F ather, 


MartTuzw HaL x. f 
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Dinzcrioxs touching ths weblog 
of the Lords e to his Cair- : 


pkEx. 


Cup REN, 


Sent you formerly divers inſtructions con- 
cerning your ſpeech, and how you ſhould 


manage it; and being now come well to F. from 


vwhence I wrote you my former inſtructions, I 


intend to write ſomething to you of another ſub- 


ject, viz. your obſervation of the Lord's day, 


comm__ called Sunday ; and this I do for theſe 


1. Becauſe it hath pleaſed God to caſt my lot 
fo, that I am to reſt at this place upon that day, 


and the conſideration therefore of that duty, is 


proper for me and you; it is Opus diet in die fuo, 


the work fit and proper for that day. 


2. Becauſe I have by long and ſound experi- 5 
ence found, that the due obſer vance of this day, 


and of the duties of it, have been of ſingular 
comfort and advantage to me; and I doubt not 
but it will prove ſo to you. God almighty is the 
Lord of our time, and lends it to us; and it as is 
but Juſt we ſhould conſecrate this part of that time 


ter; cf £5®. L 4 2 10 
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to him, ſo J have found, by a ſtrick and diligent 
obſervation, that a due obſeryation of the duty 
of the day, hath ever had joined to it, a bleſſing 
upon the reſt of my time ; and the week that 
| hath been ſo begun, hath been bleſſed and proſ- 
perous to me; and on the other fide, when I 
have been negligent of the duties of this day, 
the reſt of the week hath been unfucceſsful and 
unhappy to my own ſecular employments; ſo 
that I could eaſily make an eſtimate of my ſuc- 
cedſſes in my own ſecular employments the week 
following, by the manner of my paſling of this 
day; and this 1 do not write lightly or inconſi- 


on and experience. 5 0 TGOT D X, 
3. Becauſe J find in the world much looſenefs 
and apoſtacy from this duty. People begin to be 
cold and careleſs in it, allowing themſelves ſports 
and recreations, and ſecular employments in it, 


without any neceſſity, which is a ſad ſpectacle, 
and an ill preſage. It concerns me therefore 


(that am your father) as much as I may, to re- 
ſcue you from that ſin which the examples of 
others, and the inclination and inconſiderateneſs 


of youtli is otherwiſe apt to lead you into. 
T ſhall therefore ſet down unto you particular- 


ly (and not in generals only) theſe things; 1. 
What is the reaſon and ground of your obſerva- 


tion of this day. 2. What things ought not to 


be done upon this day, which poſſibly may be 


| lawful upon another day. 3. What things may 
be done upon this day. 4. What things are either 
fit or neceflary to be done in order to the ſane- 


tiſication of this day. I. Touching 


derately, but upon a long and found obſervati- 1 


5 
I. Touching the firſt of thefe, viz. The rea- 
ſon of the obſer vation and ſanctification of this 


day And the reaſons are theſe. 


1. It is a moral duty, that ſince the glorious 
God gives me my time, I ſhould conſecrate and 
ſet apart ſome portion of that time in a ſpecial 


manner to his ſervice. 


2. And becauſe the glorious God beſt knows 


what portion of time is fit to be peculiarly dedi- 


cated to his ſervice, that ſo the morality 


of that time might be determined unto ſome cer- 


tainty, he hath by his expreſs precept, given to 
his antient people the Jews, limited one day of 


ſeven to be that fpecial portion of time which he 


would have peculiarly dedicated to his ſer vice, 
and ſo to conclude, into it the morality of 
J... „ 
4. This ſeventh portion of time, under the 
old law given to the Jews, was determined by 
the precept and command of God, in the fourth 


command, and likewiſe by his own example con- 


fined-to the ſeventh day from the creation, upon 

which the Lord-reſted/ from his works of crea- 
4. But our Saviour Chriſt, who is the ſon of 
God, bleſſed for ever, and is the Lord of the ſab- 
bath, Mat. c. 12. fulfilling the work of our re- 
demption by his reſurrection upon the firſt day 
of the week, and by his miſſion of the holy Ghoſt 


miraculouſly the firſt day of the week, and by 


the ſecret meſſage of the Spirit to the apoſtles 

and primitive church, hath tranſlated the obſer- 

vation of the ſeyenth day of the week, to the firſt 
NN T 2 , 
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day of the week, which is our Chriſtian fab- 
bath; that as our Chriſtian baptiſm ſucceeds the 
ſacrament of circumciſion, and as our Chriſtian 
paſcha, the ſacrament of the euchariſt, ſucceed- 
ed the Jewiſh paſſover; ſo our Chriſtian ſabbath, 

the firſt day of the week, ſucceeds the ſabbath-of 
the ſeventh day of the week: ; and that morality 
which was by almighty God, under that cove- 
nant, confined to the ſeventh day, is by the ex- 
ample of Chriſt and his apoſtles, to us the Gen- 
tiles, transfer red to the firſt day of the week; and 


85 that which would have been à violation &f the 


morality of the fourth command under the 
Jewiſh fabbath, is a violation of the'fame fourth 
command, if done upon the Chriſtian ſabbath ; 
though the ſtrictneſs and ſeverity enjoined to the 
Jews be not altogether the ſame that is now re- 
quired of Chriſtians. And thus you have the 
reaſon of the obligation upon ns Chriſtians to 
obſerve the firſt day of the week, becauſe by 
more than human inſtitution, the morality of the 
fourth command is transferred to the firſt day of 
the week, being our Chriſtian ſabbath; and fo 
the fourth commandment is not abrogated, but 
only the day changed; and the morality of the 
command only tranſlated, not annulld. 
II. Concerning the ſecond. It is certain that 
what is unlawful to be done upon another day, 
is much more unlawful upon this; as exceſs and 
intemperance, and the like ſinful and unlawful 
actions. But further, there are many things that 
may lawfully be done on another day, which 
may not 3 be done upon this; and many 
. things 
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things that are not only law ful upon another day, 
but alſo fit and deeetir, which are yet unfit to be 
done upon this day, Upon other days we may 
atid muſt imploy ourſelves in our ſecular and or- 
dinary callings; we may uſe bodily exerciſes and 
recreations, as bowling, ſhooting, hunting, and 
divers other recreations; we may ftudy human 

learning: but T hold theſe to be not only unfit, 


but unlawful to be uſed upon this day, and there- 


fore remember it. Moderate walking may thus 
far be ufed, fo far only, as it enableth you to 
the more cheerful and Hvely performance of the 
duties of this day; and therefore. I allow you to 
walk foberly about half an hour after dinner to 
digeſt your meat, that you be nor drowſy, nor 


indiſpoſed in the religious duties of the day. 


Merry, but harmleſs talking, or talking about 
{ports or worldly buſinefs, may be uſed another 
day, but not upon this. Feaſtings may be fome- 
times ſeafonably uſed upon other days, but are 
not fit upon this day. Let only ſuch proviſion 
be made upon this day, as may be neceſſary for 
the feeding of the family, and the poor; and 
therefore I hold that curioſities, baking of meats, 
and fuperfluous proviſions upon this day are to 
de avoided, as being an unneceſſary breaking of 
the reſt of this day, and unbeſeeming the ſolem- 


nity of it. 


III. What things may be done this day, is a 


queſtion of a great latitude; becauſe circum- 
ſtances are many that do much diverſify the ac- 


tions of men, and many times render them law- 
ful or unlawful, according to thoſe varieties of 
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circumſtances. Therefore I ſhall ſhortly ſet 
down thofe things that do not of themſelves di- 


realy tend to the ſanctification of this day, that 


yet may, and ſometimes muſt be done upon, this 


day. For there were many things that were 
ſtirictly enjoined, to the Jews in their obſer vati- 
on of their ſabbath, which were ceremonial, and 


concerned only that ſtate, and do not oblige un- 


der the goſpel; as their dreſſing of meat upon 
this day was prohibited to them, but not to us; 


and many more things they did forbear and count 
unlawful, which in truth were not only not for- 
bidden, but enjoined and commanded, for which 


our Lord reproves the Phariſees, who aceount- 


ed it a breach of the ſabbath to heal the ſick, or 
to pluck the ears of corn for neceſſary relief of 
hunger, Matth. 12. Therefore, 


1. Works of abſolute neceſſity for 8 or 


beaſis may be done upon the Lord's day. And 


thoſe J call works of neceſſity, which cannot be 


done before this day, or after, without apparent 


— 


danger. As for inſtance, ſtopping of the breach 


of a ſea-wall; ſupporting a houſe, that upon a 
ſudden tempeſt or caſualty is ready to fall; pull- 
ing out an ox or other beaſt fallen into a ditch ; 


preventing of a treſpaſs that by a ſudden. acci- 


dent that may be occaſioned to my corn, or m 
_ neighbour's ; ſetting of a broken bone; phyſick 


to remove an incumbent, or imminent diſcaſe or 
pain; milking of cows; feeding of cattle; the 


neceſſary drefling of meat for the family, and ma- 
ny more inſtances of that kind. But yet there- 
in, wariaeſs and integrity muſt be uſed ; for - 


thorwiſe 
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therwiſe men, under pretence of neceſſity, wilt 


take the liberty to do what they pleaſe. Phere- 
fore take theſe cautions concerning neceſſity. 

1. That is not a neceſſity that excuſeth a work: 
upon this day, which might have been reaſona- 
bly forefeen and done before the day: as for in- 
| ſtance, a man hath a neceſſity. to dreſs meat for 


bis family, which he might have-provided on the 
Saturday, and neglects it; this neceſſity will nor 
Juſtify; him in ſending two or three mile; to buy 


meat upon the Lord's day. 
2. That is not a neceſſity, which may be for- 


born to be done without any abſolute deſtruction 


or loſs of the thing, until the morrow. If a rick 
of hay be on fire, I may endeavour to quench it 
on the Lord's day: but if my corn be cut, and 
lying upon the ground on the Saturday, though 
the weather be rainy, or inclining to wet, I may 
not make it into cocks, or fetch it home upon the 
Lord's day; becauſe poſſibly almighty God may. 


{end fair weather to-morrow. And therefore in 
my forbearance- I do two duties under one; viz. 


obſerve his law, and reſt upon his-providence.--- 


Men hath. neceſſities many times to ſerve their 


2 caſe, and ſloth, and fancies, when in truth there 
is none, but the buſineſs may be deferred with- 
out any danger. If we would be more faithful 


in our obedience to God, we ſhould find many 
pretended neceſſities to raniſh into mere ima- 


gi nations. 


8. Warks of nies. Relief of che poor; ad. 
miaiſtring phyſick 


upon an apparem neceſſity; 3 
viſiting 
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rifiting or comforting the affſicted; admoniſfling 
the diſorderly; perſuading peace between neigh- 
bours offended, and endeavouring to compoſe 
differences which require not much examination; 
or cannot be deferred without an apparent dan- 
ger of greater miſchief; "Theſe are not only per- 
mitted, but commendable, nay, commanded upon 
this day. But if the buſinefs require examina- 
tion, or may be deferred till to-morrow, then it. 
Is beſt to defer ſuch examinations and treaties 
between offended parties till another day; — 
they will take away too much of the little pre- 
cious portion of time of this day, and may be as 
well done to-morrow. | 
IV. As for the fourth, what is proper, 6 0 or 
neceffary to be done, in order to the ſanctifica- 
tion of this day, I will ſet down particularly; for 
generals ſeldom produce any great: effect, be- 
cauſe every man is apt to conſtrue them Weer. 
ing to his own mind and liking- | 
I. I would not Have you meddle with any re- 
ereations, paſtimes, or ordinary work of your 
aualling from Saturday- night at eight of the clock, 
8 till Monden, mers, For though I am not apt 
do think thar Saturday-night k part of the Chriſ- 
tian fabbath, yet it is s fit. then to fo prepare the 
heart i 2 
2. Riſe at leaſt three bobs before- morning 
| fornion; and when you have made-yourſelf fnl- 
-_ ready, and waſhed, and fitted yourſelf for ths. 
folemnity of the day; read two chapters in the 
5 vible, and then go nn to your private pray- 
er, 
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er, and deſire of God his grace to enable you to 


ſanctify his day; and after your private prayer, 
read another chapter, and let your reading be 


with OL, obſervation, and uncovered on 


your head. 


3. When you are in the publick vorher and 
ſer vice of God, be uncovered all the white of 
reading, praying, or preaching, and if the wea- 
ther be too cold wear a ſattin cap. | 


4. Kneel upon your knees at prayer. Stand up 


at the reading of the pſalms, and at the firſt and 
fecond' leſſon, and the epiſtle and goſpel, the 


hymns and creeds; fo you ſhall avoid offence, 


and give the ſame honour to every part of the 
holy ſeripture: but ſtand not up at nee of 


* apocryphal book, if an ny be read. 
5. Sit at the ſermon, and be very attentive at 


your prayers, and in your hearing, I commend 
you writing the ſermon, eſpecially till you are 
one or two and twenty years old, becaufe young 


minds are apt to wander, and writing the ſer- 


Te mon fixeth them, and maketh them more at- 


7G When the miniſter readeth any of the plalms 
or leſſons, turn to them in your bible, and go a- 


long with him, it will faſten your attention, and 
prevent wandring thoughts, 


7. Be very attentive and ſerious at church: 


uſe no laughing, nor gazing about, nor whiſper- 
ing, unleſs it be to ask thoſe by you, ſomething. 
of the en that n en in writing. DEER 


- 3. Sing 


© 486 } 
8. Sing the ſinging palms with the reſt of the 
congregation... : 


9. After ſermon, eat moderately at Jingers, ra- 


cher ſparingly than plentifully upon, this day, 


that you may be fit for the afternoon's exerciſe, 


without drowſineſs or dulueſs. 


10. Walk half an hour after dinner in the gar= 


den to digeſt your meat, then go to your cham- 


ber and peruſe your notes, or recolle& what you 


remember of the ſermon, until it be church- 
| time. 15 


11. If you are well, be fare: to 20 to church 


morning and afternoon; and be there before the 


miniſter- begin, and ſtay till he hath ended: and 


All the while yqu are at church, eanry, yourſelf 
| en, ſoberly, and reverently. ag 


12. After evening ſermongoup to your cham- 


; "il and read a. chapter in the bible; then ex- 
amine what you have written, or recollect what 
Jou have heard; and if the ſermon be not re- 


peated in your father s houſe, but be repeated 
inthe miniſter's houſe, go to the miniſter's. houſe 


to the repetition of the ſermon: 
13. In all your ſpeeches or actions of this &y, 
let there be no lightneſs nor vanity ; uſe no run- 
'- ting, or leaping, er playing, or wreſtling ; uſe 


no jeſting, or telling of tales. or fooliſh ſtories, 


no talk about worldly buſineſs; but let your ac- 


tions and ſpeech be ſuch as the day is, ſerious 


and facred, tending to learn or inſtruct in the 


great buſineſs of your knowledge of God, and 


dis will and your own. duty. 


14. After 


J 


( 9 3 

14. After — and prayers ended in my 

family, every one of you going to bed, kneel 

down upon your knees, and deſire of God his 

pardon for what you have done amiſs this day, 

and his bleſſing upon what you have heard, and 

his acceptance of what you have endeavoured in 
| his ſervice. 

15. Perform all this chearfully, and uprightly, 
and honeſtly; and account it not a burden to you; 
for aſſure yourſelves you ſhall find a blefling 
from God in ſo doing. And remember it is 

your father that tells you fo, and that loves you. 
and will not deceive you; and (which is more 
than that) remember that the eternal God hath 
prottiled, Ifai. 58. 13, 14. © If thou turn away 
thy foot from the ſabbath, from doing thy - 
«« -pleaſure on my holy day, and call the ſabbath 
%a delight; the holy of the Lord, honourable; 
« and ſhalt honour him, notdoing thy own ways, 
«« nor finding thine own pleaſure, nor ſpeaking 
« thine own words; then ſhalt thou delight thy- 
<« ſelf'in the Lord, and I will cauſe thee to ride 
% upon the high places of the earth, and feed 
« thee with the heritage of Jacgb thy tather ; 
e for the mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it,” 
And thus I have written to you of the obſer- 
vation of the Lord's day; wherein, though I 
have omitted many things that might have been 
fit to be inſerted, Jet you muſt conſider that I 
had but a ſmall portion < of time allowed me to 
write, while I lay at an inn, and upon that day 
wherein I have performed thoſe duties, which I 
now. 
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now enjoin you. . to the original be nl a up 
fafely for your brother, R, and every,one of you 
take copies of it, that you, may deb remem- 


ber the counſels of 


— 
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Your Joving Father, 


Oftober o. ITT Hats. 
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